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The Peace of Christ

Hideki Matsumoto

The US and Israeli attacks on Iran, the protracted and seemingly unresolved conflict in the
Gaza Strip, and Russia's invasion of Ukraine—the world is rife with numerous wars and
conflicts. Humans, viewing those with different cultures, histories, ideologies, religions, and
ethnicities as enemies, refusing to acknowledge their existence and justifying their complete
elimination, are hurtling down a path of violence and destruction of life.

The former President José Mujica of Uruguay in South America, known as "the world's
poorest president," left a message on the ledger desk when visiting the Hiroshima Peace
Memorial Museum. "Humans are the only animal that stumbles over the same stone over and
over.” This illustrates how foolish humans are, forgetting the lessons of history and

humanity’s mistakes, and repeating the same errors.

Faced with such a desperate situation, what does God want from us? Let's explore this from
the perspective of "the Peace of Christ." Jesus Christ said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not
be afraid.” (John 14:27) Peace cannot be achieved by human effort alone. Peace comes only
through the grace of God.

In 1981, Pope John Paul II delivered a "Peace Appeal" at Hiroshima Peace Park, which moved
and shocked the world. The Pope declared, "War is a human craft. War is the destruction of
human life. War is death." "War is neither inevitable nor necessary." "Though it is steep and
difficult, let us walk the path to peace." To those who believe in God, He speaks, “Let us be
courageous by God's power, far beyond our own. Let us unite, knowing that God desires our

unity.”

His command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. (John 15:12) We, who live according
to the Lord's will be able to truly realize the "peace of Christ."

Finally, I would like to share a prayer asking for the grace to live as bearers of peace, guided
by Jesus Christ.

[O God who desires true peace on this earth, grant us the courage to always face reality and
confront ourselves. Even though I desire peace, my own weakness prevents me from doing
anything consciously. Awaken me from this contradiction I live in. May I step out and make

me a channel of your peace. Amen |
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Binh An cua Pic Kito

Matsumoto Hideki

Hién nay trén thé gi¢i dang xay ra nhiéu cudc chién tranh va xung dét: cudc tdn cong ctia My va Israel vao
Iran, tinh hinh Palestine — Dai Gaza kéo dai khong tim thay 161 thoat, cudc xam lwgc Ukraine cia Nga---
Con nguoi coi nhirng ai khdc véi minh vé van hoa, lich stt, chi nghia, ton gido hay dan toc 1a ké thu, khong
thira nhan sy hién dién ctia ho va cho rang loai bé ho tadn gbc bang bao luwc 1a “cong ly”. Pung nhw o1 cia c6
Téng théng Uruguay José Mujica, nguoi dwoc goi la “Tong thong ngheo nhat thé gigi”: “Con nguoi la loai
duy nhit vdp nga hai lan trén cung mot hon d4.” Con nguwoi quén di bai hoc cia lich sir, quén nhirng that
bai trong qud khir va 13p lai nhirng sai [Am giéng nhau — that la mét sinh vat diy yéu dudi va ngu muoi.
Truwéc tinh cadnh twdng nhw tuyét vong dy, Thién Chua mong mudn diéu gi noi chung ta? T6i muén nhin
diéu d6 tir géc d6 “Binh an cia Bc Kito”.

Dirc Giésu Kitd da néi: “Thay dé lai binh an cho anh em; Thay ban cho anh em binh an ctia Thay. Thay ban
cho anh em khong theo kiéu thé gian. Long anh em dirng xao xuyén ciing dirng so hai.” (Ga 14,27).

Diéu nay cho thdy: chi bang strc con nguwdi, ching ta khong thé kién tao hoa binh. Hoa binh chi dén nhw 4n
ban ctia Thién Chda.

Nam 1981, tai Cong vién Hoa binh Hiroshima, Prc Gido hoang Gioan Phaold II da cong b6 “Lo1 kéu got vi
Hoa binh”, giy xic déng va chdn dong trén toan thé gigi. Ngai noéi:

“Chién tranh la do con ngwoi gay ra. Chién tranh la sw hiy diét sw sdng con ngudi. Chién tranh la cdi chét.”
“Chién tranh khong phai la diéu khong thé tranh khéi hay tat yéu.”

“Du con dwong hoa binh ¢6 gian nan va khé khan, ching ta hiay cung nhau buéc di trén con dwong dy.”
Kinh Théanh khong hi€u “hoa binh” chi la tinh trang khong c6 chién tranh, nhwng la séng trong twong quan
véi nguoi khdc, biét trin trong nhau va cung nhau séng t6t dep, hanh phic. Thién Chua tao dung mdi ngudi
ching ta nhw mét hién hiru doc nhat vo nhi va yéu thwong ching ta dén cung. Biéu Thién Chua mong
mudn la ching ta biét thira nhan sw khac biét ctia nhau va lam cho nhau dwoc song.

Khi khic ghi loi DPtrc Giésu: “Anh em hiy yéu thwong nhau nhw Thiy d yéu thwong anh em.” (Ga 15,12),
ching ta méi c6 thé thwce sy xdy dung “Binh an cua Drc Kito”.

Sau cung, xin gi¢i thiéu 1o cdu nguyén xin on dwoc séng nhw khi cu binh an ctia Pc Kito:

“Lay Thién Chua, Pang mong muén binh an dich thwc ngw tri trén mat dit nay, xin ban cho ching con sirc
manh dé luon biét nhin thang vao thuc té€ va can ddm d6i dién véi chinh minh. D méi ngudi ching con tha
thiét khao khdt hoa binh, nhuwng vi sy yéu duéi va tinh vi ky, ching con nhiéu khi hanh d6ng mét cdch vo
thirc trédi véi didu minh mong muén. Xin gitp ching con nhan ra nhitng miu thuln 4y trong chinh ban thin
minh. Xin cho ching con biét bwéc ra khéi chinh minh va tré nén khi cu cia Chua trong cong cudc xay dwng
hoa binh. Amen.”



