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May is the Month of Mary

Sister Megumi Kawano
Missionary Sisters of Mary

For us members, whose order bears the name "Mary," this month is particularly
special.

One of our founders, Father Giacomo Spagnolo of the Xaverian Missionaries, trusted in
the Virgin Mary's guidance so much that he always signed his documents as "Giacomo
Maria" from the time of his ordination as a priest. This spirit was deeply ingrained in

the founding of our order, becoming a defining characteristic.

Father Spagnolo, who envisioned the members of our order as being modeled after the
Virgin Mary's visit to Elizabeth, wrote the following in a letter to the members: "Mary
goes out and takes the fruit of her womb, Jesus. It is Jesus who moves and guides
Mary. Mary is no different from any other women, but within her she holds a great
secret, a great mission to accomplish for the sake of humanity" (quoted from Padre's
Letter No. 19).

As we receive Holy Communion at our daily Mass, we, along with Jesus, carry within
ourselves a great missionary vocation, just like the Virgin Mary, and each of us is

entrusted with this mission as we leave the Church.

It is the Month of Mary. As you receive Holy Communion and leave the Church, why
not meditate on the image of the Virgin Mary?



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 5

Thang Nam la Thang Duc Me

So Kawano Megumi
Hoi Truyén Gido Pirc Maria

Thang Nam 1a Thang Dtirc Me. Ddi véi chung t6i — nhitng ngudi mang danh hiéu “Maria” trong tén
Ho1 Dong — day cling 1a mét thang dac biét.

Cha Giacomo Spagnolo, thudc Hoi Truyén Gido Thanh Phanxico Xavié va 13 mét trong nhing vi
sang lap Hoi Dong chung t6i, dd ludn tin thac vao su dan dit cia Pic Maria ¢én mirc, ngay tir khi
chiu chirc linh muc, ngai da bt dau ky tén 1a “Giacomo Maria”. Khi thanh 1ap Hoi Dong, ngai da
khéc sdu tinh than éy nhu mot dic diém quan trong cua Hoi.

Cha Spagnolo da hinh dung hinh anh cac hi vién ctia Hoi Dong theo mau guong Ptrc Maria khi Me
di tham viéng ba Elisabét. Trong thur giri cac hoi vién, ngai viét:

“Maria 1én duong, mang theo Pirc Giésu trong cung long minh. Chinh Dirc Giésu thic dy va huéng
dan Me. Maria khong khac gi nhiing ngudi phu nit khac, nhung trong Me c6 mot bi méat 16n, mot stir
mang trong dai ma Me phai hoan thanh cho nhan loai.”

(Trich Thu ciia Cha s6 19)

Moi ngay, khi tham dy Thanh L& va ruéc Minh Thanh Chiia, chiing ta cling mang theo Dtic Giésu
trong 10ng. Gidng nhu Dirc Maria, chiing ta 6m l4y st mang 16n lao 13 on goi truyén gido, va lén
duong dén nhiing noi ma Chiia trao phé cho mdi ngudi.

Trong Thang Buc Me nay, khi anh chi em ro1 nha tho sau khi rudc Minh Thanh Chtia, anh chi em ¢6

mudn ding lai mot chat dé chiém ngidm hinh anh Dic Maria iy khong?



