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Advent: A Season for Spiritual Housekeeping

As Advent begins, many households and communities embraces familiar
customs—cleaning, decorating, baking, and preparing gifts. Yet beneath
these practical traditions lies a deeper spiritual invitation: to prepare our
hearts for the coming of Christ.

St. Paul reminds us that the Day of the Lord is near, urging us to grow in
love, deepen our understanding, and strive for purity and goodness
(Philippians 1:9-11). Advent is not just about external readiness—it’s a
call to interior renewal.

Each year, the Gospel introduces us to John the Baptist, whose bold
message pierces our comfort zones: “Repent!” (Matt 3.1-12). His voice
echoes through the cluttered rooms of our spiritual lives, calling us to
sweep away sin, repair what’s broken, and make space for grace. His
urgency stems from one truth—someone is coming, and the Kingdom of
Heaven is near.

So where do we begin? Like tidying our homes, we ask: What needs to go?
What can be given away? What needs care and attention? Advent is our
spiritual winter-cleaning, a time to clear the soul’s barn and prepare a
worthy dwelling for the Christ Child.

Let us not only clean our homes, but also our hearts. Let us remove what
separates us from God, and make room for love, hope, and joy. The Feast
is near—let us be ready.


https://www.google.com/search?q=Philippians+1%3A9-11&sca_esv=1b51b421767d5001&sxsrf=AE3TifPKTmbv7GnFTyaUNpPQwSwacshRaQ%3A1761130609622&source=hp&ei=cbj4aNyeIq6k2roPj--LkA8&iflsig=AOw8s4IAAAAAaPjGgREez43-OJF_PeSpIihuflz2C0Jm&ved=2ahUKEwjAoJbl0reQAxU7s1YBHZ79Dv4QgK4QegQIARAC&uact=5&oq=St.+Paul+reminds+us+that+the+Day+of+the+Lord+is+near%2C+urging+us+to+grow+in+love%2C+deepen+our+understanding%2C+and+strive+for+purity+and+goodness.&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6Io4BU3QuIFBhdWwgcmVtaW5kcyB1cyB0aGF0IHRoZSBEYXkgb2YgdGhlIExvcmQgaXMgbmVhciwgdXJnaW5nIHVzIHRvIGdyb3cgaW4gbG92ZSwgZGVlcGVuIG91ciB1bmRlcnN0YW5kaW5nLCBhbmQgc3RyaXZlIGZvciBwdXJpdHkgYW5kIGdvb2RuZXNzLjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAjIHECMYJxjqAkiNCVD4AVj4AXABeACQAQCYAQCgAQCqAQC4AQPIAQD4AQL4AQGYAgGgAhWoAgqYAxXxBVN1Ky8A94CYkgcBMaAHALIHALgHAMIHAzMtMcgHEg&sclient=gws-wiz&mstk=AUtExfBBWzSIP2j6x2GPT2N7XOibQH486fRcKWrF0Syvmc6OGtgAglKBQLeLHLwMX5oaZos6rU3qfxalCWxPHoi_Pro8S23-AcXfW-FkvUREeVLKYKPZ4Q0eW5apwaLdPLftrOeVg2J7MJPvTpCP5-JTRTiItNdFdPSUO5wANbYiyJgyN5I&csui=3

HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 1 1

Ban dich tiéng Viét: Mua Vong—Don Dep Nha Tam Heén

Khi Mua Vong bat dau, nhiéu gia dinh va cong doan cung nhau thuc hién
nhitng tap tuc quen thudéc—don dep nha cwa, trang tri, lam banh, chuin bi
qua tang. Nhung 4n sau nhitng viéc lam thiét thuc 4y 1a mot 1oi moi goi sdu
xa hon: chuin bi tAm hén dé dén Chua Kitd ngw dén.

Thanh Phaold nhiac nhé ching ta ring Ngay cua Chua da gan kg, va khuyén
ching ta hay lén 1én trong tinh yéu, hiéu biét sdu sic hon, va nd luc séng
trong suw tinh tuyeén va thanh thién (Philip 1:9-11). Mua Vong khoéng chi 1a
sw chuan bi bén ngoai—ma la loi moi goi déi méi nai tam.

Mbéi ndm, Tin Mirng lai giéi thiéu véi ching ta hinh anh Gioan Tay Gia, nguoi
mang dén mot st diép manh mé lam rung chuyén vung an toan cua ching
ta: “Hay sam hei!” (Matthéu 3:1-12). Tiéng goi ctia 6ng vang vong trong
nhitng can phong 16n xén cua doi séng thiéng liéng, moi goi ching ta quét
sach t6i 161, sra chira nhitng gi hw héng, va mé rong khéng gian cho an sung.
Sw khan thiét caa 6ng bat nguon tir mot chan 1y—cd mot bang dang dén, va
Nuwéc Troi da gan.

Vay ching ta bit dau tir ddu? Ciing nhw khi don dep nha cwa, ta hay tu heéi:
biéu gl can loai bé? bidu gi c6 thé chia sé? biéu g1 can duoc cham séc va yéu
thwong? Mua Vong la thoi gian dé don dep tdm hoén, dé lam sach chuseng bo
trong linh hén va chuian bi mét noi xitng dang cho Hai Nhi Giésu.

Vi thé, dirng chi don dep nha cra—h&y don dep ca trai tim. Hay loai bé nhitng
gl ngan cach ching ta véi Thién Chuaa, va mé rong long dén nhan tinh yéu,
niém hy vong va niém vui. Pai 1&é dang dén gan—hay san sang!



