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What kind of church do you prefer?

Hiroyuki Fukui (Hamadera Parish)

Recently, during Mass at Hamadera Parish, children have been wandering around, and the
cries of babies have made it difficult to hear the priest's voice.
“Oh, how wonderful!”
During Holy Communion, mothers and fathers form a long line in front of the priest to ask
for blessings for their children, and the hymns are sung up to the third and fourth verses.
“But, come to think of it, when I was a child, there were more parishioners, and we used to
sing two songs.”
Indeed, today, many young Vietnamese Catholics gather at Hamadera Parish, bringing about
new yet nostalgic changes.
Amidst these changes, the “Coexistence Committee” was launched to deepen the
relationships between not only Japanese Catholics but also Brazilian and Vietnamese
Catholics. The Coexistence Committee aims to strengthen each other's faith beyond
differences in nationality, and other differences, to strengthen each other's faith and work
together to improve the church.
“We want a space in the church where we can breastfeed, change diapers, and take care of
babies!”
The voice of a Vietnamese mother reached the council, and everyone exclaimed, “Ah!” It had
been a while since there had been so many children at the church, so perhaps we had
unconsciously stopped thinking about it. Immediately, a partition was set up in the crying
room, and a sign indicating breastfeeding was prepared. This is also one of the practical
expressions of Jesus' love, which the children loved so much.
Our community acts swiftly and powerfully when we become aware of something. To do so,
it is important to listen. In this era of diverse values and rapid change, we believe that the
universal “spirit of love” of Catholicism is the foundation that sustains us.
Why don't you all ask Jesus as well?

“What kind of church do you prefer?”
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Mot Hoi Thanh nhw thé nao 1a t6t?

Fukui Hiroyuki (Gido x(r Hamadera)

Gan day, tai gido xr Hamadera, trong Thédnh 1&, cdc em nhé thwong chay nhay khip noi, va tiéng khéc clia
em bé do6i khi khién moi ngwoi khé nghe dwgce loi ciia cha xir.

“Oj, that 12 mét dieu hanh phc biét bao!”

Khi rwéc 1€, cha me dan con cdi dén xin phép lanh, tao thanh mot hang dai truéc mit cha, va cdc bai
thanh ca thwong dwoc hit dén céu thi ba, thi tw.

“Nhwng ma, nhé lai hoi con nhd, gido dan dong hon, va chi hat khoang hai bai théi.”

DPung vy, hién nay, gido xtt Hamadera dang dén nhan nhiéu tin hiru tré ngwoi Viét Nam, mang dén mot

sw thay d6i méi mé nhung ciing day than quen.

Trong béi canh thay d6i d6, khong chi nhirng tin hitu cung quéc tich nhw ngwoi Nhat, ma ca nguoi Brazil,
nguwdi Viet Nam ciing bit dau gin két véi nhau nhigu hon. Vi thé, “Uy ban Cong sinh” da dwoc thanh
lap. Uy ban nay huéng dén viéc viot qua sw khac biét vé qudc tich, ching toc, d& cing nhau ciing ¢ dtre

tin va xay dwng mét Hoi Thanh t6t dep hon.

“Mong mudn c¢é mot khong gian trong nha the d€ cham séc em bé nhw cho bu, thay tal”

Tiéng ndi cia mot ngwoi me Viét Nam da dwoc chuyén dén hoi dong gido xtt, khién moi nguwoi phai giat
minh tinh ngd. C6 1é vi da 14u roi gido x méi lai ¢ nhiéu tré em nhw viy, nén moi nguwoi da vo tinh quén
di nhu cau dé. Ngay lap tlirc, mot khu vuce riéng dwoc dung lén dé cc bé c6 thé khéc thoai mdi, va bang
thong bao “Dang cho bé bu” cing dwgc chuin bi. Day ciing 1a mot hanh dong thé hién tinh yéu cta

Chua Giésu ma cac em nho rat yéu mén.

Cong doan cuia ching ta sé hanh dong nhanh chéng va manh mé khi ¢6 sy “nhén thirc”. Va dé€ lam dwoc
diéu d6, viec “lang nghe” 1a v6 cung quan trong. Trong thoi dai ma gid tri séng ngay cang da dang va
thay d6i nhanh chéng, ching t6i tin ring diém twa virng chic chinh 1a “tinh than yéu thuwong phé quat”

cua Cong gido.

Vay, xin mo1 moi ngwdi hay hoi Chua Giésu:

“Mot Hoi Thanh nhw thé nao 1a t6t?”



