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The Peace of Christ
Hideki Matsumoto

There are currently 59 wars and conflicts in the world. Some of them have been
prolonged, such as Afghanistan for 40 years and Syria for 14 years. And the Russian
invasion of Ukraine, which began in February 2022, has now been going on for three
years and six months. According to a survey by an American think tank, casualties
continue to be enormous, with 950,000 Russian casualties (including 250,000 dead) and
400,000 Ukrainian casualties (including 100,000 dead), and not even a hint of a
ceasefire has been found. In addition, more than 56,000 innocent civilians and children
have lost their lives in the Palestinian Gaza Strip. In particular, there has been a
string of casualties due to Israeli military fire at food distribution centers.

What does God want us to do in the face of such a desperate situation?

I would like to look at it from the perspective of “the peace of Christ” . In the Bible,
peace 1is not only the absence of war, but also the living of a better and happier life by
caring for one another in connection with others.

The resurrected Lord Jesus appeared to his disciples, who were frightened and locked
the doors of their houses for fear of the Jews, and said, “Peace be to you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” (John 20:21).

He commanded the disciples, who had lost hope and were shut up, to go out and
preach the gospel, saying, “I am with you always, even to the end of the world”
(Matthew 28:20). Jesus then says the same to us and sends us out into our daily lives.
In the words of the priest at each Mass, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to
you,” Jesus expresses his passionate love for each one of us as an irreplaceable being.
When we live our lives with Jesus' words, “Love one another as I have loved you” (John
15:12) in our hearts, we can truly realize “ the peace of Christ” .
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Binh an cia Chua Kito

Hién nay, trén thé giéi dang din ra 59 cudc chién tranh va xung dot. Trong s6 d6 ¢ nhing cude
xung dot kéo dai nhu ¢ Afghanistan (40 nam) va Syria (14 nam). Cudc xam lugc Ukraine ciia Nga
bat dau tir thang 2 nam 2022 da kéo dai 3 nam 6 thang. Theo két qua khao sat cia mot vién nghién
ctru chién luoc cuia Hoa Ky, sé ngudi thuong vong 1én téi 950.000 & Nga (trong d6 ¢6 250.000 ngudi
chét) va 400.000 & Ukraine (trong d6 c¢6 100.000 nguoi chét), gdy ra thiét hai nghiém trong ma van
chua tim dugc 16i thoat cho dinh chién. Tai khu vuc Gaza cia Palestine, hon 56.000 thuong dan vo
t61, bao gdm ca tré em, da bi thiét mang. Pic biét, cic vu xa siing ctia quan doi Israel tai cac diém

phan phéi luong thuc di khién sb thuong vong ngay cang gia tang.

Trude hoan canh tuyét vong nhu vay, Thién Chtia mong mudn gi noi chiing ta? Chiing ta mudn nhin
nhan diéu d6 tir quan diém vé “Binh an cta Puc Kitd”. Trong Kinh Thanh, binh an khong chi 1a
trang thai khong c6 chién tranh, ma con 1a sbng hanh phiic va tét dep trong su gan bo va quy trong

lan nhau gitra con nguoi.

Chuia Giésu phuc sinh da hién ra véi cac mon d€, nhitng ngudi dang s¢ hai nguoi Do Thai va khoa
ctra nha lai, va noi: “Binh an cho anh em. Nhu Cha d sai Thay, Thdy ciing sai anh em.” (Gioan
20:21). Ngai di dan cac mon dé von mat hy vong va khép minh lai budc ra ngoai, truyén rao Tin
Mimg, dong thoi khich 18 ho rang: “Thay s& ¢ voi anh em moi ngay cho dén tan thé.” (Mat-théu
28:20). Va chinh Chua Giésu ciing néi v6i chung ta nhu vy, sai chung ta budc vao doi séng thuong

ngay.

Trong 10i tuyén bd cta linh muc trong mdi Thanh 18: “Thay dé lai binh an cho anh em, Thiy ban
binh an ctia Thay cho anh em”, 13 tinh yéu chay bong cua Ptrc Kitd danh cho timg ngudi ching ta
nhu nhimg hién hitu khong thé thay thé. Khi chung ta khic ghi 10 cia Chua Giésu: “Anh em hiy yéu
thwong nhau nhu Thay d yéu thuong anh em” (Gioan 15:12) vao 10ng va song theo d6, chiing ta tin

rang minh c6 thé thyc hién dugc “Binh an cta Buc Kitd” mot cach tron ven.



