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Generosity is the practice of God's love

When I was in the seminary, as the end of Ramadan approached, it was a custom in the
Xaverian Missionary community to deliver small gifts to those in need. These gifts were
simple, but deeply meaningful to those who received them.

Ramadan, as you may know, is a month full of blessings. Muslims are encouraged to
deepen their prayer, patience, and compassion. Within the local community, acts of
giving—whether in the form of food, financial support, kind words, or prayer—are visible
signs of mercy, generosity, connection, and brotherhood.

Giving is not just about material things. It's also an expression of care, a way of saying,
“I see your struggle, and I want to help lighten your burden.” During Ramadan, the
practices of Sadaqah (charitable giving) and Zakat (almsgiving) are especially
emphasized, not just as duties, but as ways of purifying the soul and growing spiritually.
Even though we seminarians weren’t Muslim, we still took part in this spirit of generosity,
joining in the celebration with compassion and a desire to share. One day, a neighbor
rang the seminary bell just to express his thanks. He said, “I am truly grateful for the
kindness of the Christians. Why are you so kind to us?” His words left a lasting
Impression.

The apostle Paul speaks to this in 2 Corinthians 9:6—-11: “Those who give generously will
be richly blessed.” As you know, generosity is not a duty or a performance. It is the joy
that springs from faith. When we trust that God will provide what we need, we are free
to share what we have with others, with peace of heart. That’s why, at the end of Mass,
we hear: “The celebration 1s ended. Go 1n peace, to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord.” Each
of us 1s sent forth to be signs of God’s peace and goodness, wherever we are.

Generosity is not limited to money or goods. Sharing our time and compassion is also a
beautiful expression of God’s grace. Just as Christ offered His love for us without holding
back, we too can reach out to those around us with open hearts. When we give with joy,
gratitude and peace are born. Generosity deepens our bonds with others and reveals the
glory of God. It is not a sign of scarcity—it is a testimony to the abundant goodness that
God provides.

Through this experience, I came to understand the meaning of celebrating Ramadan
together. And in today’s Japanese society, we too are called to notice those around us,

support one another, and grow each day in our ability to give and share with others.
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Su quang dai la viéc thye hanh tinh yéu cda Thién Chda

Khi t6i con hoc tai ching vién, méi khi thang Ramadan s3p két thic, ching t6i c6 théi
quen tang nhitng mén qua nho cho nhitng nguoi gdp kho khan. Pay la mét truyén théong
quy gia cta chdng vién Dong Thira Sai Xaver6. Nhitng mén qua tuy gian di, nhung lai
mang y nghia siu sic déi véi ngudi nhan.

Nhuv quy vi da biét, Ramadan la mét thang thiéng liéng, tran day an phtdc. Nguoi Hoi
gido dwoc khuyén khich dao sau thém doi séng cdu nguyén, sy kién nhan va long tréc 4n
d61 véi ngudi khace. Trong cong déng, hanh déng “cho di” qua thye phdm, hé trg tai chinh,
161 ddng vién hay 1o1 cdu nguyén la nhitng cach cy thé dé thé hién long thuong x6t, rong
lvong, gén két va tinh huynh dé.

Viéc cho di khong chila vat chat, ma con 1a cich thé hién rang: “Téi quan tAm dén anh/chj”
va “T'6i mudén giup voi di gdnh ning cta anh/chj.” Trong Ramadan, Sadaqgah (1ong hao
tam) va Zakat (bd thi bat buéc) 1a nhitng khai niém quan trong, gitip thanh tay tam hon
va trudng thanh thiéng liéng.

Tuy chting t6i khong phai 1a tin @6 Hoéi gido, nhung céc ching sinh van chia sé tinh lién
déi nay bang long nhan 4i. Mot hom, mét nguwdi hang x6m dén go clra ching vién chi dé
noéiloi cdm on:  “T6i that sy biét on long tét cua cic Kitd hiru. Tai sao céc ban lai tét véi
ching t61 dén thé?” Nhirng 101 8y da dé lai ddu 4n sau dam trong long toi.

Théanh Phaol6 viét trong 2 Corinto 9,6—11: "A1 gieo it thi git it, ai gieo nhiéu thi git nhiéu."”
Nhuv anh chj em biét, long quang dai khéng phai la bén phan hay d€ ngudi khac nhin thay,
ma 1a n8m vui phdt xudt tr dire tin. Khi ching ta tin rang Thién Chua sé& chu cap diéu
can thiét, ching ta c6 thé chia sé cach réng long va an tam.

D6 1a 1y do tai sao cudi Thanh L&, ching ta dwoc sai dit “Lé d4d xong, anh chi em hay ra di
binh an, loan bdo Tin Mirng cia Chiia.” Mbi ngudi chiing ta duoc sai dén noi minh hién
dién, dé trd thanh dau chi cia binh an va tinh yéu Thién Chua.

Long quang dai khong chi la cba cai hay tién bac. Chia sé thoi gian va long cam thong
cing la cach thé hién an sing cia Chua. Nhv Die Kité da yéu thuong ching ta cach
quang dai, chiing ta ciing c6 thé dang tay ra véi nhitng ngudi quanh minh.

Khi ching ta cho di vé1 niém vui, thi long biét on va binh an s& ndy nd. Long quang dai
that chat cAc méi day lién két giira con nguoil, va lam vinh danh Thién Chta. N6 khong
phai la ddu hiéu cda thiéu thén, ma la chng td vé sw phong phiu ma Thién Chua ban ting.
Nh¢& nhitng kinh nghiém &y, t6i da hiéu y nghia cla viéc “cing nhau mirng Ramadan.” Va
trong xa hoi Nhat Ban hom nay, t6i tin rang ching ta cing dwoc moi goi dé biét luvu tam
dén nguoi bén canh, ning d& nhau, va khong ngirng 16n 1én trong kha ning cho di méi

ngay.



