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2024 Hamadera Church Ten Days of Prayer for Peace
What does peace mean to you? What does the peace of Christ mean?

Hamadera Church Miyake Fusae

One day, when I was wondering about the meaning of the peace that Christ preaches, Father
Murata said during a homily at Mass (John 14:27-31a) about the peace of Christ being
"harmony between God and creation." Everything is created by God and is given equally to all
human beings.

There, I came across a picture book titled "Uncle Kaka Murad Nakamura." While working in
Afghanistan, he saw a baby's back covered in red sores and said, "Just wash it with clean
water, and drinkable water is fine." He dedicated his life to building irrigation channels and
was shot dead. A children's story written to pass on his name in Afghanistan, titled
"Hitotsubu-no-mugi (A Grain of Wheat)," a Japanese translation of Sada Masashi, was
dedicated to Dr. Nakamura. The lyrics are published in the August issue of Hamakko.

For the "Ten Days of Prayer for Peace," Hamadera Church worked for three weeks (July 21st,
July 28th and August 4th) to respond to the theme of "What does peace mean to me?" through
the life of the late Dr. Nakamura Tetsu. During the Mass, we sang “Prayer for Peace of Saint
Francis.”

On July 21, the congregation sang the song "Hitotsubu-no-mugi" and each meditated on
"What does peace mean to you?" On July 28th, we prayed together “prayer for Peace of Saint
Francis of Assisi, and also made folded paper cranes and posted them on a bulletin board
facing the road, asking our neighbors to think with us regarding what peace means to us. On
August 4th, we prayed again "Prayer for Peace", meditated, and sang "Hitotsubu-no-mugi.”

The late Dr. Tetsu Nakamura writes in his book that peace is not an idea, but a reality.
David's poem conveys an enduring truth that transcends the time of thousands of years.

“The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads
me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. Even though I walk through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil. Surely your goodness and love will follow me.” (Excerpt from Psalms 23)
(NHK Publishing, Nakamura Tetsu's book "God is with us: 30 years of fighting in
Afghanistan")

No matter how much we pray, wars and conflicts will occur both in Japan and overseas. Have
you ever found yourself giving up? This is a message from Pope Francis:

“The peace of Jesus is not a peace that stands above others, nor is it an armed peace. The
weapons of the gospel are prayer, kindness, forgiveness, unconditional love, and love for each
individual. This is how God's peace is brought to the world."

I was reminded of the importance of arming myself with the weapons of the gospel and
continuing to pray tirelessly and without ceasing.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 9

Nim 2024, Nha Tho Hamadera c6 10 Ngay Cau Nguyén Cho Hoa Binh.
Vay Hoa binh c6 y nghia gi véi ban? Va Hoa binh cia Chua Giésu co
y nghia gi?

Nha Tho Hamadera Miyake Fusae
Mot ngay no, khi toi dang tu hoi vé ¥ nghia hoa binh ma Chua Giésu rao giang, Cha Murata dé chia
s¢ & bai giang Thanh L& (Ga 14:27-31a) vé su hoa binh ctia Chta Giésu 13 “Si hdi hoa giita Thién
Chiia va tao vdt”. Moi thr déu dugce Thién Chua tao nén va ban binh dang cho tat ca moi nguoi.

O do, t6i tinh co bt gdp mot quyén truyén tranh c6 tén “Chii Kaka Murad Nakamura”. Khi lam viéc
0 Afghanistan, 6ng nhin thay lung cua mét dira be phu kin vét loét d6 va néi, “chi can rira né bang
nude sach va uong dwoc nhiéu nwée la tot”. Ong da cong hién ca cudc doi minh cho vi€e xay dung
cac kénh tudi tidu va da bi ban chét. Cau chuyén vé dua tré duoc viét dé truyén ba tén tudi ciia ong &
Afghanistan, c6 tiéu dé 1a “Hitotsubu-no-mugi (Hat hic mi)”, ban dich sang tiéng Nhat ctua Sada
Masashi, dugc danh tang cho Tién si Nakamura. Loi bai hat dugce xuét ban trong 4n ban thang 8 cua
Hamakko.

Cho “10 ngay Cau nguyén cho Hoa binh”, Nha thd Hamadera di lam viéc trong 3 tuan (ngay 21
thang 7, ngay 28 thang 7 va ngay 04 thang 8) dé tra 101 chit d& “Hoa binh c¢6 ¥ nghia gi véi t6i?”
Thong qua cudc doi ciia ¢ Tién si Nakamura Tetsu. Trong Thanh 18, chung t6i da hat “Loi Kinh Hoa
binh cua Thanh Phanxico ™.

Vao ngay 21 thang 7, gido doan da hat bai “Hitotsubu-no-mugi” va moi nguoi thién dinh vé “Hoa
binh c6 y nghia gi voi ban?” Vao ngay 28 thang 7, chung t61 cung nhau cau nguyén “Loi Kinh Hoa
binh ciia Thanh Phanxicé” va cing gip nhitng con hac gidy va dan ching Ién mot bang thong bao
hudng ra dudng, dé nghi nhirg nguoi hang x6m clia chung t6i ciing suy nghi vé ¥ nghia cta hoa binh
ddi véi ching ta. Vao ngay 04 thang 8, ching t6i lai cau nguyén “Loi Kinh Hoa binh”, thién dinh va
hat “Hitotsubu-no-mugi”.

C6 Tién si Nakamura Tetsu viét trong cudn sach ctia minh vé Hoa binh khong phai 1a mét y tuong ma
la mdt thuc t€. Bai tho cua David truyén dat mgt chan 1y truong ton vugt thoi gian hang ngan nam.

“Chiia la Muc tir chan ddt t6i, téi chang thiéu thon gi. Nguoi cho t6i nam nght trong dong cé xanh
twoi, Nguoi dwa toi dén bén dong nuéc trong lanh, Ngueoi lam twoi mat tam hon t6i. Dt t6i ¢6 phdi di
qua thung liing toi tam, t6i sé khéng lo so gi nguy khon. Chdc chan long nhén tir va tinh thwong Chiia
sé o cung con.” (Sach Thanh Vinh 23)

(Nha xuit ban NHK, cudn sach cua Nakamura Tetsu “Chiia & ciing ching ta: 30 nam chién dau ¢
Afghanistan.”)

Du chung ta c6 ciu nguyén dén mdy, chién tranh va xung d6t van sé xay ra & Nhat Ban va nudc ngoai.
Ban d4 bao gio thdy minh bo cudc chwa? Duéi day 1a thong diép ciua Pic Gido Hoang Phanxicd:
“Hoa binh cua Chua Giésu khong phai la hoa binh dving trén nguoi khdc, ciing khong phai la hoa
binh ¢6 vii trang. Vi khi ciia Kinh Thanh la cau nguyén, long nhdn tir, sw tha thir, tinh thuwong vé bo
bén va tinh yéu danh cho cd nhan. Pdy la cach ma hoa binh ciia Chita mang dén cho Thé gidi.”

T6i da nhac nhd vé tam quan trong cta viéc trang bi cho minh vii khi ctia Kinh Thanh va tiép tuc cau
nguyén khong ngimg nghi va khong biét mét moi.



