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"Tokushima Fieldwork"
Ten Days of Prayer for Peace Event in 2024

Watanabe Naohiko, Izumi Church

This year’s Ten Days of Prayer for Peace Event at Izumi Church was the "Tokushima
Fieldwork" to learn about the Tokushima Air Raid and to interact with people of the
Tokushima Church.

At 7 o’clock in the morning on Saturday, June 22nd, a total of 19 people, including Father
Murata, left Izumi Church for Tokushima City, splitting into three cars and passing
through the Akashi-Kaikyo Bridge, Awaji Island, and the Onaruto Bridge.

At 10 o’clock, we met Mr. Matsunaga, a curator at the Tokushima Prefectural Museum
and began our tour of "Walking around the historical sites of the Tokushima Air Raid."

In the early hours of July 4, 1945, 129 US B-29s flew over Tokushima City. They
continued to drop incendiary bombs for about 1 hour and 55 minutes. The air raid burned
down approximately 62% of Tokushima City at the time, with human casualties of
approximately 1,000 dead, approximately 2,000 injured, and 70,295 victims. If you look
at the photos of that time from Mount Bizan, a landmark in Tokushima, there is nothing
but burnt wasteland as far as the eye can see.

We left the Awa Odori Kaikan and visited the earthen walls of Honkakuji Temple,
Toushuin Temple (the temple gate remains, where people who were burned out lived for
a while), Kasuga Shrine (almost completely burned down in an air raid, there are traces
of a direct hit from an incendiary bomb), Mizuho Bank Tokushima Branch (incendiary
bomb site), the Former Takahara Building (cracks left on the window glass due to the
large fire remain), and the Tokushima Prefectural Museum. We learned a lot during our
two-hour tour.

Following the traces of bombing from air raid that remain even after 79 years. A time
and place that is fading away, and people who are trying to preserve that sadness for
future generations. I felt that we should not dismiss it as something that happened in
the past. That is why I think it is important to know that the wars that are still occurring
in the world today are not just events shown on TV.

Jesus' will is surely present in the hearts of people all over the world, so why do wars
occur and never end? We as Christians are reminded that we must put His words into
practice by all means.

After the peace study tour, Tokushima Church held for us a prayer and fellowship
gathering for the Ten Days of Peace. At Izumi Church, the "Ten Days of Peace Event" is
scheduled on the 11th, including a video showing of the historical site tour, participants
giving talks about their field work in Tokushima and will end with a "Popsicle Party."
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“Cong Viéc Thue Pia Tokushima”

Sy kién 10 ngay Cau nguyén cho Hoa Binh trong niam 2024.
Watanabe Naohiko, Nha Tho Izumi

Su kién 10 ngay Cau nguyén cho Hoa Binh ndm nay ¢ Nha tho [zumi “Cong viéc thuc dia Tokushima”™
nhim tim hiéu vé Cudc khong kich Tokushima va giao luu v6i moi ngudi tai Nha thd Tokushima.

Vao lic 07 gid sang thir 7, ngay 22 thang 6, doan c6 tong cong 19 ngudi, bao gdm Cha Murata, chia
thanh 03 xe va bat dau roi Nha tho Izumi d€ di dén thanh pho Tokushima. L trinh di qua cau Akashi-
Kaikyo, ddo Awaji va cau Onaruto.

Luc 10 gio, ching ti gap 6ng Matsunaga, ngudi phu trach Bao tang tinh Tokushima va bat dau chuyén
tham quan “Chung toi di by chung quanh cac di tich lich sw cua Cugc khong kich Tokushima.”

Rang sang ngay 4 thang 7 ndm 1945, 129 may bay B-29s ciia My da bay qua thanh phd Tokushima.
Ho tiép tuc tha bom lira trong khoang 1 gid 55 phut. Cudc khong kich da thidu rui khoang 62% thanh
phé Tokushima vao thoi diém d6 va khoang: 1.000 nguoi chét, 2.000 nguoi bi thuong va 70.295 nan
nhéan. Néu ban nhin nhitng burc hinh dugc chup vao luc dé tir nui Bizan, mét dia danh ¢ Tokushima,
khong ¢ gi ngoai ving dat bi chay rui trai dai dén tan chan troi.

Chung t6i roi Awa Odori Kaikan va dén tham nhiing birc tudng dat cua Chua Honkakuji, Chua
Toushuin (cong Chuia con sot lai, noi nhitng nguoi bi thiéu rui da séng ¢ day mot thoi gian), Dén
Kasuga (gan nhu bi thiéu ryi hoan toan trong cudc khong kich, c6 dau vét ciia qua bom lira danh trang
truc tiép), ngan hang Mizuho chi nhanh Tokushima (noi ¢6 bom ltra), toa nha Takahara trude day (trén
kinh ctra s6 van con vét ntt do dam chay 16n), Bao tang Tinh Tokushima. Ching t61 da hoc dugc rat
nhiéu diéu trong chuyén tham quan kéo dai 2 tiéng dong ho ciia minh.

Theo dau vét ciia viéc ném bom tir Cudc khong kich van con sau 79 nim. Thoi gian va vi tri dang dan
phai m¢ va nhitng ngudi dang ¢b gang bao ton chung cho cac thé hé mai sau. T6i cam nhén rang ching
ta khong nén coi diéu d6 da xay ra trong qua khir. D6 13 1y do vi sao t6i nghi rang diéu quan trong la
phai hiéu biét cac cudc chién tranh dang dién ra trén Thé gidi ngay nay khong chi 1a nhitng sy kién
dugc chiéu trén ti vi.

Chtia Giésu chic chin hién dién & trong tim moi nguoi trén toan cdi dia cau nay, vay tai sao chién
tranh lai van xdy ra va khong bao gio két thuc? Chung ta 1a nguoi Kitd6 Hitu va dugc nhac nhé rang
chung ta phai thuc hanh 161 ctia Ngai bang moi céach.

Sau chuyén tham quan nghién ctru Hoa binh, Nha thd Tokushima da t6 chirc cho chung t6i mot budi
cau nguyén va giao luu vé chu dé 10 ngay Hoa binh. Tai Nha tho Izumi, “Si kién 10 ngay Hoa binh”
dugc xép lich vao ngay 11, gém trinh chleu 01 doan phim vé chuyén tham quan di tich lich str, sau d6
nhitng nguo1 tham gia s€ tuong thuat vé cong viéc thuc dia cia ho ¢ Tokushima va sy kién s€ két thic
bang “Bita tiéc kem que.”






