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What does the Virgin Mary mean to us?

Sister Luisa Gori

We have reached May again this year. May is the month of the Virgin Mary. For centuries,
the Catholic Church has set aside the entire month of Mary to honor Mary, Mother of God.
It is so that we can turn our eyes to the mother of Jesus and her humble figure of courage
and wisdom. Among the many prayers, the Rosary is a cherished prayer that is based on the
Gospels, covering events from the birth of Jesus to the mystery of his death on the cross and

resurrection.

There are also many feasts dedicated to the Virgin Mary as follows, “SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD" on January 1st, “THE FEAST OF ANNUNCIATION" on March 25th,
“THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY" on August 15, “NATIVITY OF THE VIRGIN”
on September 8th, and “NATIVITY OF JESUS” on December 25.

Kkt Kkt Kk
I have asked several sisters the question, “What does Mary mean to you?" Their answers are
described below. I also would like to hear from any of you. It will be nice to hear any answers
from you all.

** For me, Mary is someone I can take a break from when I'm around her.

** In particular, the image of Mary when she visits Elizabeth is a role model for me, and
someone who guides my path. Also, her humility and unremarkable presence in caring

for the needs of others teaches me how to put God's word into practice.

**For me, Mary is a model of faith. Together with hew, we are learning to walk the path
of faith and live with trust in the Lord Jesus.

** When I think of the Virgin Mary, the image of Mary standing next to Jesus on the cross

comes to mind. I want to be by her side too.

**For me, Mary is the one who leads me towards Jesus. My mother. My sister. Someone

I can feel safe and trust.

** When I first came to Japan, I didn't know anyone, had no friends, and felt lonely.
One day, somewhere on my way to Japanese school, I saw a statue of the Virgin Mary and
felt a sense of relief. Since that moment, Mary has been with me, giving me comfort and

peace. The Virgin Mary is now a companion on my journey for me.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 5
PUC TRINH NU MARIA CO Y NGHIA GI VOI CHUNG TA?

So’ Luisa Gori

Chung ta lai dén thang 5 nam nay. Thang 5 1a thang Duc Trinh Nit Maria. Nhiéu thé ky qua, Gido Hoi Cong
Gi4o da danh tron thang Dirc Maria dé t6n kinh Dirc Maria, Me Thién Chaa. Dé ching ta ¢6 thé hudng mat
1én Me ctia Chua Giésu va hinh anh khiém nhudng cho sy can dam va khén ngoan ciia Me. Trong s v6 vang
161 cau nguyén, Kinh Man Coi 1a mot 161 cau nguyén duoc tran trong dua trén Tin Mung, bao gé)m cac su kién

tir sy ra doi ciia Chua Giésu cho dén mau nhiém cai chét ctia Nguoi trén Thap gia va Sy Phuyc Sinh.

Ngoai ra con c¢6 nhiéu 1 kinh Prc Trinh Nit Maria nhu sau: “Lé trong Pirc Me Thién Chiia” vao ngay 1/1,
“Lé Truyén Tin” vao ngay 25/3, “Lé Purc Me Thang Thién” vao ngay 15/8, “sinh nhat Puecc Trinh Nit Maria”
vao 8/9, “sinh nhat Chua Giésu” vao ngay 25/12.

*%% *%% *%%
T61 da hoi mot vai So cau hdi, "Purc Maria co y nghia gi voi bgn?” Cau tra 161 ciia ho dugc mo ta dudi day.
T6i cling mudn nghe y kién tir bat ky ai trong s cac ban. S& rat vui néu dugc nghe bat ky cau tra 16i nao tir

tat ca cac ban.
** Poi voi toi, Me Maria 1a nguoi ma toi ¢o the thu gian khi ¢ bén Me.

** P3c biét, hinh anh Me Maria dén tham ba Elizabeth 13 hinh mau cua toi, la nguoi soi duong cho toi. Ngoai
ra, sy khiém nhuong cho sy xuat hién gian di ciia Me trong viéc quan tim dén nhu cau nguoi khéac ciing day

cho t61 cach dem 161 Chua ra thuc hanh.

** PJi voi t61, Me Maria 1a hinh mau cho Puc tin. Cung v6i Me, chung ta dang hoc cach budc di trén con
duong Puc tin va sdng pho thac tin tudng vao Chia Giésu.

** Khi t61 nghi dén Pirc Trinh Nit Maria, hinh anh Me Maria dtng canh Chtia Giésu trén Thép gia hién 1én

trong tam tri t61. T61 cling mudn ¢ bén canh nhu Me.

** P6i voi tdi, Me Maria la ngudi dan toi dén voi Chua Giésu. Me t6i. Chi toi. Mot ai d6. Toi c6 thé cam thay

an toan va tin tudng.

** Khi toi méi dén Nhat Ban, t6i khong quen biét ai, khong ban bé va cam thay ¢6 don. Vao mot ngay, & dau
do6 trén duong di dén truong tiéng Nhat, toi thdy mot twong Puc Trinh Nit Maria va cam thay khuay khoa.
Ké tir gidy phut iy, Me Maria di ¢ bén ti, cho t6i niém an ui va binh an. Ptrc Trinh Nit Maria gid day l1a

ngudi ban dong hanh trén hanh trinh cua toi.



