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May mercy and truth meet, justice and peace be done!

Happy New Year! I wish each and every one of you a very happy new year. When I look back on last
year, it seems that only bad things happened around us, except for a certain baseball team winning
the league championship and the series championship. The worst of those bad things were wars and
conflicts among people in various parts of the world. As a result, too many precious lives were lost
and too many people were injured. They have also been forced to flee their homes and suffer from the
oppression of living in evacuation shelters. There may be many reasons for this, but I believe that the
basic cause is the selfish and self-centered decisions and actions of each of us and our country. When
each person asserts his or her own thoughts and righteousness and takes action to obtain them, the

thoughts and righteousness of others are denied.

On the other hand, there are so many absurdities in the world that there is a need for strong work
for the realization of justice. Psalm 85 has the following message: " Justice and truth meet; justice
and peace are kindled. Justice walks before God and peace follows in his footsteps." Peace cannot be
realized where justice is not practiced. What is important is not the practice of my justice or the justice
of my country, but the realization of the justice of "those who turn their hearts to God" and the
realization of God's justice. Justice and peace are realized when mercy and truth meet. By accepting
that each person, no matter who he or she is, is a precious being created by God, we can overcome

conflicts caused by differences in nationality, race, language, customs, and religion.

You are important, others are too!

May this year may be a year where we embrace our differences more and more!
May it be a year of abundance of heart, guided by God's mercy!

May it be a year in which mercy and truth meet, and justice and peace are realized!

Let us get involved. Let us pray unceasingly!



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 1
XIN CHO AN TINH VA TiN NGHIA HQI NGQ, CONG LY VA HOA

BINH PUQC THU'C THI!

Cha Murata Minoru
CHUC MUNG NAM MOI! Cha chiic cho mdi ngudi trong sd cic con mdt naim méi hanh phiic. Khi
Cha nhin lai mot ndm cii d3 qua, n6 ¢ vé chi c6 nhimg diéu khong tot xdy ra xung quanh chung ta,
ngoai trir mdt doi bong chay da doat chirc vo dich giai d4u va chudi vo dich. Piéu xiu nhat trong $6
nhitng diu toi t& d6 1a chién tranh va xung dot xay ra giita con nguoi ¢ nhiéu noi trén Thé gidi. Két
qua 1a c6 quéa nhiéu mang sdng quy gia da bi mat di va qua nhiéu ngudi bi thuong. Ho budc phai roi
b6 nha ctra va chiu dung nhiing ap birc khi phai séng & nhitng trai ti nan. C6 1& ¢ qua nhiéu nguyén
nhan din dén diéu nay, nhung Cha tin ring nguyén nhan cin ban 1a do nhitng quyét dinh va hanh dong
ich ky ctia moi nguoi va dat nude chiing ta. Khi mdi nguoi khang dinh suy nghi va I& phai ctia minh

va hanh dong dé dat duoc chung thi suy nghi va 18 phai ctia ngudi khac sé bi pha nhan.

Ngoai ra, trén Thé gidi con c6 qua nhiéu diéu phi 1y do d6 can phai ¢6 su nd lyc manh mé dé thyc cong
ly. Thanh Vinh 85 c6 thong di€p nhu sau: “Cong ly va hoa binh hoi ngo, cong Iy va hoa binh dwoc
giao duyén; cong ly buoc di trudc mat Thién Chua va hoa binh theo budc chan Nguwoi.” Hoa binh
khong thé c6 dugc néu ¢ d6 cong 1y khong duoc thuc thi. Van dé quan trong khong phai 13 viée thuc
thi cong 1y cua t6i hay cong 1y ctia dat nudc t6i, nhung 1a thuc thi cong Iy cua “nhitng ngueoi huéng
long minh vé Chiia” va thyc hién cong 1y cia Chtia. Cong 1y va hoa binh dugc thyc thi khi 4n tinh va
tin nghia gip nhau. Bang cach chap nhan mdi nguoi, du ho 14 ai, déu 1a sinh linh quy gia do Chua tac
tao nén, ching ta c6 vuot 1én trén cac xung dot do su khéac biét vé Qudc gia, Chung toc, Ngon ngi,

Phong tuc va Tin ngudng gay ra.

Ban quan trong, nhitng nguoi khac cling vay!

Xin cho nim nay 14 mot nim ma chung ta biét chap nhan nhiing khac biét cia minh nhiéu hon!
Xin cho mot nam dat dao tinh cam, dudi sy huéng dan ciia 1ong Chiia Thuong Xo6t!

Xin cho mot nam trong do6 an tinh va tin nghia hdi ngd, cong 1y va hoa binh dugc thuc thi!

Hay dé chung t6i tham gia vao . Chiing ta hiy ciu nguyén khong nging!



