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Be awake, alert, vigilant

On preparation for Advent and Christmas, Pope Francis calls on us
to stay awake, always be aware of the presence of God and to welcome Him
in our daily lives. We naturally ask ourselves, how will the Lord come to visit
us and how will we recognize and welcome Him?

First of all, Pope asked requires us to reflect more deeply, as we often
hear the Lord is present in our daily lives, accompanying us in our journey.
This reality may get lost at times, as we become “distracted” by the many
concrete aspects of our daily lives; or perhaps we only look for spectacular
and miraculous signs of the Lord’s presence. The Pope pointed out how Jesus
in today’s Gospel reminded His listeners that God will come when we least
expect it and in our normal, everyday lives, as in “the days of Noah.” We
recalled to remember the people in the time of Noah, who were living their
ordinary lives until they were swept away by the floods, as they were
absorbed in their own matters. We need to always discern God’s presence in
our daily lives and not miss this big picture, as can happen when we are
distracted by earthly matters only.

The Pope underscored that “God conceals Himself in the most
common and ordinary situations in our life,” and we need to be constantly
aware of this reality, not awaiting extraordinary events. This can be when
we face someone in need, a chance encounter, or even in what might seem
quiet or dull moments of daily life. “It is right there that we find the Lord,
who calls to us, speaks to us, and inspires our actions.”

“We must be awake, alert, vigilant. Jesus warns us’ there is the
danger of not realizing His coming and being unprepared for His visit.
I have recalled on other occasions what Saint Augustine said- I fear
the Lord who passes by'... that is, I fear that He will pass by and 1
will not recognize Him!”
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HAY TINH THUC, CANH GIAC, THAN TRONG

Trong khi chudn bi cho Mua Vong va Giang Sinh, Pirc Gido Hoang Phanxicé kéu goi
ching ta phai tinh thirc, luén luoén nhan ra dugc sy hién dién cia Chua va chao don Ngai dén
trong doi sdng hing ngay cua chung ta. Ty nhién chung ta hoi minh, Chta dén thim chung ta
bang cach nao va chung ta s& nhan ra va chao don Ngai nhu thé nao?

Trude hét, Bic Gido Hoang yéu cau chung ta phai suy nghi sau sdc vi ching ta thudng
nghe Chua hién dién trong doi song hang ngay cua minh va d6ng hanh véi ta trong cudc hanh
trinh. Trén thyc té diéu nay d6i khi c6 thé bi mat di khi chiing ta bi “phdn tdm” bdi nhiéu khia
canh cta doi séng hang ngay; hodc c¢6 1& ching ta chi tim kiém nhirng dau chi ky la va phi
thuong vé su hién dién cia Chaa. Trong Tin Mung hom nay Duc Thanh Cha chi ra cach Chua
Giésu dén nham nhéc nhé nhirng nguoi lang nghe Ngai rang: Thién Chua s¢ dén khi chung ta
it mong doi nhét va trong doi sdng hang ngay cua ching ta, gidng nhu “thoi éng Né- -¢”. Ching
ta nh¢ lai nhirg nguoi ¢ thot 6ng N6-€, ho séng binh yén cho dén khi bi 1ii lut cudn tréi vi
dang mai mé voi nhiing van dé cua riéng minh. Ching ta can luén nhén ra sy hién dién cua
Chua trong doi song hang ngay dé khong bo 16 buc tranh toan canh nay, didu d6 co thé xay
dén khi chung ta bi phan tim béi cac van dé tran gian.

Ptrc Thanh Cha nhan manh ring: “Thiéen Chua an minh trong nhiing tinh huong théng
thwong va binh thieong nhdt trong cudc séng ciia chiing ta,” va chung ta can phai khong ngimg
tinh thirc trong hoan canh nay, khong cho doi nhiing su kién phi thuong. Do co thé 1a tinh
hudng khi ching ta gip phai ai d6 trong hoan canh can su gitp dd, cudc gip gd tinh ¢0, hodc
tham chi trong nhiing khoanh khac tuong chirng nhu yén tinh hodc budn té ciia doi song hang
ngay. “Chinh lic @6 chiing ta can tim Chiia, Nguoi goi chiing ta, néi véi ching ta va truyén
cam hitng cho hanh dong cua chung ta.”

Chung ta phai tinh thirc, canh gidc, than trong. Chtuia Giésu canh bio véi chiung ta: “Co
nguy co khéng nhdn ra viéc Chiia dén va khéng chudn bi san sang cho chuyén viéng tham ciia
Ngai”. To1 nh¢ lai nhitng dip khac ma Thanh Augustind da noéi: ‘Téi kinh so Chua di ngang
qua ‘... nghia 13, t6i s¢o' Ngai di ngang qua va toi sé khong nhan ra Ngai!”



