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Remembering the fall of 1963

Father Pier Giorgio Manni

All schools and companies in Japan were in preparation for the Olympics held in Tokyo the following
year. Not only children and young people, but even the elderly were trying to show Japan’s growth
and beautiful culture to the world.

In Rome, Italy. All the bishops from around the world gathered at St. Peter's Basilica, praying for the
Holy Spirit, and the Second Vatican Council was being held to reform the Catholic Church. In this
context, the enthusiasm and activities of the bishops of African countries led by Bishop Rugambwa
who had just become the first modern native African cardinal were quite admirable.

On October 13th of that year, 29 young missionaries from the Xaverian Missionaries in Parma were
ordained priests, and Cardinal Rugambwa flew in from Rome to celebrate them. It was a wonderful
gathering filled with joy, prayer, and faith. I was impressed by Cardinal Rugambwa's height and
beautiful demeanor. His kind words spoken to the young missionary were particularly impressive.

At Christmas of that year, I received a notice from the General Director of Xaverian Missionaries that
two new priests, Devoti and myself, would be sent to Japan. It was a very nice Christmas present.
This year marks the 60th anniversary.

As the missionaries we met at our young age were wonderful people, we wanted to become
missionaries like them. Later, I realized the true greatness of the missionary working in mission
fields. No matter where he walked or who he met, he was a Good Samaritan in order to share the
gospel. As he had given everything to God, he became a true disciple of Jesus with courage and joy.

Sixty years have passed since that October 13th, and the work we can do has gradually decreased, so
we have more time to pray quietly at the chapel. At times like these, my eyes are reflected in a
flowerbed shaped like a crown, a lively hedge created by many people who have gathered to praise
God. I feel as if I am surrounded by many adults and children in the center of that flowerbed.
Beautiful flowers continue to bloom splendidly every season, and with their various shapes and colors,
fresh scents, and songs of hope, they represent the beautiful life poured out from God. These flowers
are something that we have taken great care of.

People think that a missionary's job is to till the soil and sow seeds, but my experience seems to be a
little different. God himself lives in the hearts of all people and continues to gently sow seeds (words)
to them. The missionary's role is to make people aware of God's work. When we open our ears and
heart to God's voice, we naturally learn God's thoughts and become a “Son of God” as the word says.

60th Anniversary of Priestly Ordination < Diamond Jubilee)

Father Manni, born on November 9, 1940, was ordained a priest on October 13, 1963. After the ordination,
he was appointed to be sent to Japan and arrived in September 1964.
He served as a missionary pastor at numerous churches in the Osaka Diocese. In the field of education, he
taught at a Catholic university, and especially in the field of early childhood education, he worked hard as
the principal of many kindergartens, and was also a director of the Catholic Kindergarten Federation for
many years.

He also served several terms as Provincial of the Xaverian Missionaries. Currently, he assists in the
pastoral care of the Catholic community in the Kishiwada area, and spends his time in prayer at the
headquarters of the Xaverian Missionaries. On this special anniversary, we offer him our deepest gratitude
and blessings.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 1 1
NHO MUA THU 1963
Cha Pier Giorgio Manni

Tat ca trudng hoc va cac cong ty & Nhat déu chuan bi cho Thé Van Hoi té chuc tai Tokyo vao nim sau.
Khong chi tré em va thanh thiéu nién ma ngay ca nguoi gia ciing dang ¢ géng thé hién nén vin hoa phét
trién tot dep cua Nhat dén Thé gisi.

Tai Roma, Y. Tat ca cac Giam muc tir khip noi trén Thé gioi di quy tu V& Vuong Cung Thanh Pudng
Thénh Phérd, nguyén cau Chlia Thanh Than va Cong dong Vatican II duogc to chirc dé cai cach Gido Hoi
Cong Gido. Trong hoan canh ndy, su nhiét tinh va hoat dong cua cac Giam muc dén tir Chau Phi do Buc
Giam muc Rugambwa lanh dao. Ngudi Chau Phi ban dia dau tién vira trg thanh Hong Y rat dang ngudng
mJ.

Ngay 13 thang 10 niam d6, 29 Thira sai tré tir Dong Truyén gido Xaverian & Parma da dugc thu phong Linh
muc va Pac Hong Y Rugambwa da bay tir Rdma dén dé cir hanh L& phong chirc cho ho. D6 1a cudc tu hop
tuyét voi voi tran day niém vui, 16i nguyén va dbrc tin. Toi di rat 4n twong trudc chiéu cao va phong thai
nho nhé cua Pac Hong Y Rugambwa. Nhing 16i tét dep cia Ngai n6i véi cac Thira sai tré dic biét gay an
tuong.

Va0 Giang sinh nim do, t6i dugc nhan thdng bao tir Tong giam déc DoOng Truyén gido Xaverian rang hai
Linh muc méi 12 Devoti va t6i s& dugc cir dén Nhat. Do 1a mon qua Giang sinh rat tuyét voi. Nam nay danh
diu ching duong 60 nam Thu Phong Linh Muyc.

Gidng nhiing nha Truyen giao ma chung t6i gap khi con tre ho la nhiing nguoi tuyét voi nén chling toi da tré
thanh nhiing nha Truyen gido glong ho. Sau nay, t6i nhan ra tim quan trong cua viéc lam Truyén gido tai
cac canh dong Truyén gido. Bat ké anh di dau hay gap ai, anh van 1a mot nguoi Samari nhan hau dé chia sé
Phic am. Vi anh da dang hién moi viéc cho Thién Chla nén anh d tré thanh mon dé dich thuc caa Chla
Giésu vai long can dam va han hoan.

60 nam troi qua ké tir ngay 13 thang 10 d6, va cong viéc ching tdi ¢ thé lam da giam bét, vi vay ching toi
c6 nhiéu thoi gian hon dé thinh ling cau nguyén & Nha nguyén. Nhirng luc nhu thé, d6i mat toi dugc phan
chiéu tham hoa nhu mot viong mién. Mt hang rao séng dong duoc tao nén bai nhiéu ngudi tu hop lai dé ca
ngoi Thién Chla. T6i c6 cam giac nhu minh dwoc vay quanh bai nhiéu ngudi 16n va tré nho & giita tham hoa
do.

Nhitng bong hoa xinh dep VAn tiép tuc nd ro theo tirng mua véi nhiéu hinh dang va mau sic khéc nhau;
huong thom tuoi mat, va nhitng bai ca hy vong, chung tuong trung cho sy song twoi dep duoc tudn do tir
Thién Chua. Nhitng bong hoa nay la thir ma chung t6i da bé cong cham soéc.

Moi ngudi nghi ring cdng viéc cua nha truyen gido la x6i dat va gieo hat, nhung trai nghiém cua toi co vé
hoi khac mét ti xiu. Chinh Thién Chta sbng trong 10ng moi nguoi va tiép tuc gieo hat giéng (1oi néi) diu
dang cho ho. Vai tro ciia nha truyén giéo 1a giip moi ngudi nhan thire dugc viéc 1am cua Chia. Khi ching ta
mé rong doi tai va long minh dé don nhan tiéng Chla. Chlng ta tu nhién biét duoc suy nghi cuia Chia va tré
thanh “Con céi Thién Chda” nhu 161 Chda noi.

Ky niém 60 nim L& Thu Phong Linh Muc «L& ky niém Kim cwong)

Cha Manni sinh ngay 9 thang 11 nam 1940, dugc thu phong Linh muc vao ngay 13 thang 10 nam 1963. Sau
khi thu phong, Ngai duoc bd nhiém di Nhat va dén noi vao thang 9 nim 1964.

Ngai ting 12 Linh muc truyén giao tai nhiéu Nha tho trong Gido phan Osaka. O linh vuc gido duc, Ngai da
giang day tai truong Dai Hoc Cong Gido va déc biét trong linh vuc giao duc mam non, Ngai tirng 1a Hiéu
truong cua nhiéu trudng mau gido, dong thoi 12 Giam dbc Lién doan Mam non Cong giao trong nhiéu nam.
Ngai cling ting phuc vu nhiéu nhiém ky véi tu cach 1a Cha Giam tinh cia Dong Truyén gido Xaverian. Hi¢n
tai, Ngai hd tro viéc cham séc Muc vu cho Cong doan Cong gido tai khu vuc Kishiwada va danh thoi gian cau
nguyén tai tru so cua DONg Truyéng gido Xaverian, nhan 18 ky niém dat biét nay, chdng toi xin giri dén Ngai
long biét on sau sac nhat va nhirng 1oi chic binh an.



