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From Synod to Synodality

Izumi Church Watanabe Naohiko

In October 2021, the 16th Synodal Opinion Questionnaire was circulated, and, in 2022, the
Kishiwada District’s Faith Formation Committee planned to have a gathering to prepare for
the Synod at the time we had the meeting called “Shall We Prayer Together?”

A series of four lectures were planned and held as follows: "What is the Synod?" by Fr. Carlos in
March, "The Synod's Efforts and Our Life of Faith" by Fr. Nuno in May, "Discernment by the
Holy Spirit" by Fr. Eric in September, and “The Missionary Church that Goes out into the World
and Welcome the Prodigal Son with the Father (Luke 15:11-32)" by Fr. Juang. In addition, we
held a one-day retreat titled "Synod, Guidance by the Holy Spirit" lectured by Fr. Eric, which
was well received by most of the faithful, who could have a great opportunity to learn and pray
about the Synod.

In June, we also held a “Lecture to Learn about the Synod” by Fr. Murata for the congregation
of the Izumi Church. In any case, from such lectures as above, we were able to understand the
meaning of the word "Synodus" that was quite unfamiliar to us and to learn the guidelines on
how to put it into practice.

In addition to the above study sessions, while recognizing the importance of sharing with each
other, every one of the parish council wrote down the positive and negative points as discussed
at each committee and posted them in the hall. We also tried an attempt to publish and share
information with the congregation, and to get feedback to the council on what they have in mind.

Keeping the word of “Walking together” in mind , which is the foundation of the face community,
we would like to move forward the next step of “synodality” from this year and focus on the
theme of the 16th Synod, “For a Church That Walks Together — Fellowship, Participation, and
Mission.” We are called to put it into practice.

In the Kishiwada District Faith Formation Committee, we believe that the theme of the Synod
as proposed in the "Rebirth Plan" that the Osaka Diocese announced in 1995 will fit well with
our current situation that every parish church has faced after the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Five Church Images” of “The New Rebirth Plan,” are as shown below: 1. A church that lives
the hearts of those in the valley, 2. A church of communion, 3. A church that shares
responsibility and works together, 4. A church that walks together discerning the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, 5. A church that emphasizes the role and responsibility (mission) of the lay
people while emphasizing cooperation with priests and religious people. In light of these five
images of the church and the current situation, what should the church be for those who have
been traumatized by the corona crisis, how should the church be for those who have left the
church, and what is the fellowship of the faithful in the church? We think it's important to
rethink what it is and put it into practice.

Izumi Church wishes to become an open and missionary church in which everyone can actively
participate and goes out into this world with a new heart, instead of trying to restore everything
to what it was before COVID-19 in the post-corona world. I hope that we all would like to walk
together.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 7

TU THUQNG HOQI PONG DEN HIEP HANH

Nha tho Izumi, Watanabe Naohiko

Théang 10/2021, bang ciu hoi lay ¥ kién cho Thuong Hoi Pdng lan thtr 16 da dugc luu hanh. Va nim
2022 Uy ban Btrc Tin ctua quan Kishiwada da 1én ké hoach td chirc mot cudce hop dé chuén bi cho
Thuong Hoi Pong vao thoi diém chung t6i to chirc cude hop c6 tén 13: “Chiing ta hay cing nhau cau

nguyén’”.

Mot loat 4 bai giang duoc 1én ké hoach va giup d& nhu: “Thurong Héi Pong la gi?” do Cha Carlos
vao thang 3, “Nhitng né luc cia Thwong Hoi Pong va doi song Pirc Tin ciia chiing ta” do Cha Nuno
vao thang 5, “Sw nhan thirc sang suot béi Chita Thanh Than” do Cha Eric vao thang 9, va “Hgi Thanh
Truyén gido budc ra Thé gidi va chao dén nguoi con hoang dan véi cha (Luca 15:11-32)” do Cha
Juang. Ngoai ra chung toi da to chirc 1 ngay tinh tim voi chi dé “Thuong Héi Pong, dudi su soi sang
ciia Chiia Thanh Than” do Cha Eric thuyét giang, dugc hau hét cac tin hiru ndng nhiét don nhan, ho
da c6 co hoi tuyét voi dé tim hiéu va nguyén cau vé Thugng Hoi Pong.

Vo thang 6, voi sy gitp d& boi Cha Murata chiing t6i da t6 chic “Bai gidng tim hiéu vé Thirong Hoi
Pong” cho giao dan Nha Tho Izumi. Du thé ndo, tir nhimg bai giang néu trén, ching toi c6 thé hiéu
duogc nghia cua tir “Thirong Hoi Pong” von kha xa la véi minh va tiép thu dugc nhitng chi din dé van
dung né vao ngir canh thyc té.

Ngoai nhiing budi hoc ké trén, nhan théy viéc quan trong cua sy chia sé cho nhau, mdi ngudi trong
Hoi dong Gido xr da ghi lai nhitng diém duoc va chua duge di thao luan & mdi dia diém va dan ¢ hoi
truong. Chiing toi cling c¢b ging xuat ban va chia sé voi gido dan, ddng thoi phan hoi cho Hoi Pong vé

nhiing diéu ho nghi.

Ghi nhé cum tir “Ciing nhau buée di” von 1 nén tang bd mat cua Cong doan, chung t6i mubn tién t6i
budrc tiép theo ctia “Sir Hiép Hanh” tit nim nay va tap trung vao chi dé Thuong Hoi Pong lan tha 16
“Vi mot Hoi Thanh ciing nhau dong hanh - Hiép théng, Tham gia va Sir vu.” Chung t6i duge moi goi
dé dua no vao thuc tién.

Uy ban Ptic Tin cta quin Kishiwada, chung t6i tin rang chu dé cua Thugng Hoi Pong nhu dugc dé
xuat trong “Ké hoach Téan Sinh” ma Gido Phan Osaka da cong bd vao nim 1995 s& phu hop vai bdi

canh hién tai ctia chiing ta ma moi Gido x(r dang phai déi mat sau dai dich Covid - 19.

“5 hinh anh Héi Thanh” cta “Ké hoach Téan Sinh” dugc trinh bay dudi day: 1. Mot Hoi Thanh séng
trong trai tim cua nhirng nguoi ¢ thung lting, 2. Mot Hoi Thanh Hié€p thong, 3. Mot Hoi Thanh chia sé



trach nhiém va céng hién cung nhau, 4. Mt Ho1 Thanh budc di cung nhau duoc soi sang bdi Chua
Thanh Than, 5. Mot Hoi Thanh nhan manh vai trd va trach nhiém ( S& Vu ) cua gido dan dong thoi
nhan manh sy hop tac véi cac linh muc va nguoi theo dao. Dudi anh sdng ctia 5 hinh anh vé Hoi Thanh
va hoan canh hién tai. H6i Thanh nén thé nao dbi voi nhitg ngudi bi tén thuong béi cude khing hoang
hao quang, H6i Thanh nén thé nao ddi véi nhitng ngudi da roi bo Nha The, va mdi hiép thong cua dirc
tin trong Nha Tho? Ching t6i nghi rang diéu quan trong 1 phai suy nghi lai n6 1a gi va dua né vao

thuc tién.

Nha Tho [zumi mong mudn trd thanh mot Nha Tho coi mé va truyén gido, & d6 moi ngudi co thé tich
cuc tham gia va dan than vao Thé gi6i v6i mot trai tim méi, thay vi ¢6 gang khoi phuc moi tht vé lai
nhu cii trude Covid - 19 trong bdi canh thé gisi hau Covid - 19. Téi hy vong tat ca moi ngudi mudn

budc di cung nhau.



