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The “Star” of Balaam and the Virgin Mary.

Missionary Sisters of Mary sr. Luisa

Do you know the story of Balaam? It is found in the book of Numbers in the Old
Testament. The time period is around the 13th century BC. At that time, when the king
of Moab heard that the Israelites had fought and defeated the Amorites, he was very
frightened and sent messengers to the prophet Balaam to tell him to curse the Israelites.
Balaam accepts, and tries to tell them the words of the curse, but to his annoyance, he is
unable to curse them. He could only pronounce words of blessing with beautiful
metaphors. Finally, he says: "I see this in the future. A star will come out of Jacob." The

star is a 'sign' for the Messiah. It is a prophecy about the Savior, Jesus, the Son of God.

But when will this prophecy be fulfilled? When did it begin? It is at the time of the
Annunciation to Mary. It is her assent to the angel's words. 'May it be done to me
according to your word.' Thanks to her ‘Yes’, the Son of God was born of Mary as a human
being. In this way, God's plan of salvation for all mankind began in our history.

By the way, are there prayers in which the Lord Jesus and the Virgin Mary are central?
There are many, of course, but one that has been handed down through the ages is the
prayer of the Rosary. It consists of the mysteries of Joy, Suffering, Light and Glory. It
begins with the Annunciation to Mary and ends with the final glory of Mary. The Rosary
is a summary of the Gospel. It is a wonderful prayer, based on the Scriptures. It is true
that we repeat the same Ave Maria many times, but that also has a meaning. As for the
meaning, I remember an happening of a few years ago. A child, about five years old, was
walking along, holding his mother's hand. The boy kept repeating "mama", "mama” over
and over again. In response, the mother would answer "yes" and "yes" many times. I felt
it was an exchange of love between the mother and the child, an exchange that gave
reassurance to the boy . He seemed never tired to call his mother. Praying the Rosary is
a very similar experience.

Let us take the hand of the Blessed Virgin Mary and continue our journey towards Jesus,

our Lord and our only star.




HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 5

“NGOI SA0” CUA BALAAM VA TRINH NU MARIA

Dong Niv Tu Pirc Me truyén gido, So' Luisa

Ban c6 biét cau chuyén vé Balaam khong? N6 dugc tim thiy trong Sach Dan S6 & Cyu Udc. Thoi gian
khoang thé ky 13 trudc Cong nguyén. Luc biy gio, khi vua Mo-ap nghe tin dan it-ra-én chién déu va
danh bai dan A-mo-rit, ong rit so hi va sai st gia t6i gip tién tri Balaam dé bao 6ng ta nguyén raa
dan It-ra-én. Balaam chap nhan va c6 ging néi véi ho nhitng 16i nguyén, nhung voi su kho chiu cua
minh, 6ng ta khong thé nguyén rua ho. Ong ta chi ¢6 thé thét ra nhirng 10i chiic phuc bang cac an y

dep d&. Cudi cung, éng ta néi: “T6i thdy diéu ndy trong twong lai. Mot ngdi sao sé xudt hién tir Gia-

cép”. Ngbi sao 1a mot ‘ddu hiéu’ cta chinh Pang Messia. D6 1a 101 tién tri vé Pang Ctru Thé, Chua
Giésu, Con Thién Chua.

Nhung dén khi ndo 101 tién tri nay s& dugc tng nghiém? N6 da bat dau tir khi nao? D6 1a lac Truyén
tin cho Ptrc Me Maria. N6 1a sy dong ¥ ctia Me v6i 101 ctia Thién than. ‘Xin hdy thuc hién no cho toi
theo 101 ciia Ngai’. Nho 161 ‘Xin vang’ cua Mg, Con Thién Chtia da dugc Me Maria sinh ra lam nguoi.
Bang cach nay, ké hoach ctru 6 ctia Thién Chtia danh cho toan thé nhan loai da bét dau trong lich st

cua chung ta.

C6 nhitng 161 cdu nguyén nao ma Chaa Giésu va Trinh Nit Maria 13 trung tim khéng? T4t nhién 14 c6
rat nhiéu, nhung mot kinh di duoc truyén qua cac thoi 1a Kinh Méan Coi. N6 bao gdm cac Mau Nhiém:
Vui, Thuong, Sang, va Mimg. N6 bat dau Truyén Tin cho Pirc Maria va két thiic voi sy vui ming cubi

cling cia Me Maria. Kinh Méan C6i 14 ban tém tat ciia Phic Am. D6 1a mot 1oi ciu nguyén tuyét voi,

dua trén Kinh Thanh. That 1a diing khi ching ta cung l3p lai nhu Ave Maria nhiéu lan, nhung diéu d6
cling c6 ciing mot y nghia. V& y nghia, toi nhé mot su kién xay ra cach day vai nam. Mot cau bé khoang

o«

5 tudi dang nam tay me no di dao. Cau bé ctr 1ap di lap lai “me”, “me”. Pap lai nguoi me da tra 1o1
“vang”, “vang” nhiéu lan. To61 cam nhan do6 1a sy trao doi vé tinh yéu thuong gitta me va con, mot sy
trao doi dem dén sy yén tam cho cau bé. Cau ay duong nhu khong bao gio mét moi dé goi me minh.

Céu nguyén Kinh Man C6i 1a mot trai nghiém rat giéng thé.

Chiing ta hiy nim lay tay Dtrc Trinh Nt Maria va tiép tuc hanh trinh huéng vé Chia Giésu, Chiia

chiing ta va 1a ngdi sao duy nhét ctia ching ta.




