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Aiming for a Symbiotic Community
Hideki Matsumoto

Kishiwada Parish Council President

At the parish council meeting in January 2020, Father Murata told us, at the parish council meeting in
January, 2020, that he wanted a foreign member of our community to participate in the council meeting that
decides on the basic policy of the church and to express their candid opinions and thoughts on the current
state and future of the church. In response to his request, it was decided that the coexistence committee

consisting only of foreign faithful would be established.

Once a month, the Sunday Mass had been held in such an international form as the second reading and the
fourth prayer of the faithful to be conducted in one language from English, Korean, or Vietnamese. In this
way, we started out our efforts to create a symbiotic community where multinational people could gather
together. However, in order to prevent the spread of the novel coronavirus, even Public Masses on Sundays
were canceled or resumed, there was no choice but to hold them twice. Under such stagnant conditions a
turning point came in. Pope Francis announced that the 16th Synod Assembly of Bishops in the Vatican
scheduled to be held in October 2023 and has as its theme "For a Synodal Church: communion, participation
and mission.” What was epoch-making was that, instead of the conventional meeting of representative
bishops, the process of listening to the voices of all Christians and deepening the issues that came to light

was emphasized.

The Vatican presented 10 themes for the preparation, and the Osaka Diocese requested responses from
each site as a questionnaire. At Kishiwada Church, in order to promote the "realization of a symbiotic
community" that we were working on, we narrowed down the theme of "walking together" out of 10 themes

nmn

and conducted a questionnaire. As a result, we learnt that the five key words of "caring," "getting close,"

nn

"walking together," "calling out," and "place of fellowship" were important for walking together. As the next
step, we solicited ideas for putting these keywords into practice, but when it came to specifics, we couldn’t
get enough of it and hit the second wall. At that time, Father Murata suggested, “In order to deepen
fellowship, first of all, foreign and Japanese believers should start by learning each other's names.” Then, at
the council meeting, we decided to implement it as an exchange meeting after consideration. Specifically,
after the Mass, we formed some mixed groups of foreigners and Japanese at the chapel, and started by
exchanging name cards with their names written in katakana, introducing themselves and speaking their
native language. We tried to learn from each other greetings such as good morning and goodbye. We held it
twice, in November and December, and about 30 people participated each time. There were some comments
such as “It was good to meet various people" and “It would be nice if we could do it once a month.” It was well
received. We felt that the wall between foreign believers and Japanese believers was getting lower little by

little

From now on, each and every one of us will do our best to accept differences in nationality as the blessings
of diversity, and walk the path of a symbiotic community where we can make the most of each other's gifts
from God.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 2

HUONG PEN MOT CONG PONG SONG CHUNG
Hideki Matsumoto Chii tich Hpi dong Gido xir Kishiwada

O cudc hop Hoi dong Gido xt vao thang 1 ndm 2020, Cha Murata ndi v6i chiing ti, ring Cha mudn
mdt thanh vién nguoi nudc ngoai trong cong doan ciia chung t6i tham gia vao cudc hop Hoi dong quyét dinh
cho chinh sach co ban ciia nha thd va dong thoi dé dwa ra y kién cling nhu suy nghi mot cach thang than cua
ho vé tinh trang hién tai va twong lai ctia nha thd. Dé dap ing yéu cau cia Cha, iy ban chung sdng danh cho

tin hitu ngudi nudce ngoai da quyét dinh dugc thanh lap.

Mbdi thang mét 1an, Thanh 18 chta nhét duoc cir hanh theo hinh thirc quc té. O bai doc thi hai va 1o
nguyén thir 4 ciia tin hitu s& dwoc dan mot trong cac ngdn ngir tiéng Anh, tiéng Han, hoic tiéng Viét. Bang
cach nay, chung toi di bat dau nd luc tao ra cong ddng chung sdng & d6 nhimg ngudi da qudc gia c6 thé tap
hop lai v6i nhau. Tuy nhién, nham tranh sy lay lan cta bién ching méi vi rit Corona, ngay ca cac Thanh 18
cong dong vao cac ngdy chua nhat ciing bi huy hoic lai tiép tuc. Khong ¢ su lya chon nao khac ngoai viéc
ctr hanh 2 1an. Trong bdi canh dinh tré nhu vay mot budc ngodt di xuét hién. Pic Thanh Cha Phanxico da
thong bao Thuong Hoi ddng Giam muc 1an thir 16 ¢ Vatican du kién duoc t6 chirc vao thang 10 nim 2023 véi
st ménh: “Cho mot Gido hoi Cong gido: Hiép thong, Tham gia va Sir vy ”. Viéc mé ra mot ky nguyén lich st
1a thay vi cudc hop thuong cia cac Giam muc dai dién, qua trinh ling nghe tiéng néi cia tat ca cac Kitd hitu

va dao sau vao cac van d¢ da nhan manh dugc dua ra anh sang.

Vatican dd dua ra 10 chii dé cho su chuan bi va Gido phan Osaka da yéu cau viéc tra 1oi cau hoi tir
mdi dia diém dudi dang bang cau hoi. O nha tho Kishiwada, dé xtc tién viéc nay “hién thwc héa mét Cong
dong séng chung” ma chung t6i dang thyc hién, chung toi da thu hep chu dé lai “dong hanh ciing nhau” trong
s6 10 chu dé va tién hanh 1am mot bang cau hoi. Két qua 13, chung toi duc két ra dugc 5 tir khoa “quan tim”,
“gdn gili”, “dong hanh cing nhau”, “moi goi” va “noi tinh ban hitu” 1a quan trong dé bude di cing nhau.
Budc tiép theo, chiing t6i thu hut cac ¥ tuong dé ap dung céac tir khoa nay vao thyc tién nhung khi diéu do6 di
vao cu thé ching t6i khong thé nhan né mot cach day du va dung phai vat cang thir hai. Lac d6 Cha Murata
dé nghi: “dé thdt chat tinh ban hitu, triede tién, tin hitu ngueoi mede ngoai va Nhdt Ban nén bdt dau bang viéc
hoc tén cua nhau”. Sau nay, tai cudc hop hoi d(‘A)ng ching t61 da quyét dinh thyc hién né nhu mot cudc hop
trao doi sau khi can nhic. Cu thé, sau Thanh 18, chung t6i di thiét 1ap mot sé nhom hoa 1an gdm nguoi nudce
ngoai va nguoi Nhat & nha nguyén va bat dau bang cach trao d6i danh thiép véi tén cua ctia moi nguoi duoc
viét bang chir Katakana, giéi thiéu ban than va néi tiéng me dé ctia ho. Chung toi da c¢b gang hoc nhimng 10i
nhu chao budi sdng va tam biét ciia nhau. Chung t61 da td chire n6 duoc hai 1an vao thang 11 va thang 12, mdi
1an c6 khoang 30 ngudi tham gia. C6 mot sb binh ludn nhu: “thdt t6t khi dwoc gdp g6 nhiéu ngwoi” va “thdt
tuyét néu chiing ta cé thé lam diéu dé méi thang 1 lan”. N6 da duge don nhan mot cach nong nhiét. Chung
t6i nhan ra rang birc tuong ngin cach giita cac tin hitu ngudi nudc ngoai va Nhat Ban ngdy cang giam xudng

dang keé.

T nay tré di, mdi ngudi trong chung ta s& ¢ gang hét sire dé chap nhan su khac biét vé dan toc nhu
tinh da dang cho viéc ban phuéc lanh va budc di trén con duong ciia Cong dong sdng chung ma & d6 chung

ta c6 thé lam t6t nhat nhitng moén qua cho nhau tir Chua.



