“May the Lord bless you and His face shine upon you
and be gracious to you”
(1 Number 6:22-27)

In Indonesia, we have a lovely custom in which parents placing their hands on their
children’s head every time their children go out home or come home. That practice of
laying on of hands brings encouragement, assurance, healing and blessing, also offering
a comforting and tangible touch. Remember this childhood memory, I would like to invite
all of you to start this coming New Year with a simple and strong blessing taken from
the famous blessing of Aaron from the book of Numbers: “May the Lord bless you and
keep you. May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. May the Lord lift
up His countenance upon you and give you peace.” (1 Nm 6:22-27). This blessing tells us
that God delights in us and in our presence, the bond between us and God cannot be
broken no matter many troubles around us. This blessing of Aaron is a beautiful blessing,
and we should make it our own.

So it is a good idea to begin 2023 with a blessing. To begin this year by reminding
our self who we are, that we have been blessed with life, with salvation and a future. We
need to remember that we are the people who believe that God will be gracious to us,
that God will give us peace. We are children of God. How important it is for us to claim
our status and our dignity as we enter this New Year. If we look forward to the next 12
months with fear and pessimism, we must ask ourselves whether such negative feelings

result from our failure to claim who God has made us to be.

Happy New Year! We wish you all a year filled with joy and hope.

“May the Lord bless you and His face shine upon you and be gracious to you”
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HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 1

“Xin Chua chuc lanh cho con va t6 nhan Thanh Chua cho con

va thwong xo0t con.”

(1 Dén s6 6: 22-27)

O Indénésia, chiing t6i co phong tuc déng yéu 1a cha me dit tay 1én dau con cai mdi khi chung
di ra ngoai hodc tr¢ vé nha. Viéc dat tay d6 dem lai sy khich 1€, tu tin, chita lanh vét thuong va chuc
binh an, ddng thoi ciing mang lai xuc gidc an i va xac thyc. Nh¢ lai ky e tudi tho, t6i mudn moi tat
ca cac ban cho sy khoi hanh Nam mdi bang mét 1oi chuc don gian va khoe khodn duge trich tir 1oi
chuc ndi tiéng ctia Aaron trong sach Dan s6: “Xin Chiia chiic lanh cho con va gin giit con. Xin Chiia
to nhan Thanh Chua cho con va thuwong xot con. Xin Chua ghé mat lai cung con va ban binh an cho
con.” (1 Ds. 6: 22-27). Loi chiic lanh nay cho chiing ta biét rang Thién Chua vui sudng trong ching ta
va trudc su cd mit cia chiing ta, moi lién két gitta chung ta va Thién Chua khong thé bi pha vd, bat ké
c¢6 nhiéu van dé rac rdi bua quanh 1ay chung ta. Loi chiic lanh nay ctia Aaron 1a mét 16i chuc lanh dep

va ching ta nén bién né thanh cia minh.

Vi thé, d6 1a mét ¥ tudng hay cho bat dau nam 2023 voi mot 10i chiic lanh. Pé khai dau nim
nay bang cach nhic nhd ban than rang chung ta 13 ai, chiing ta dugc ban phic lanh véi cude séng, su
ctru 16i linh hon va mot twong lai. Chiing ta cAn nhé rang chung ta 1a nhing ngudi tin vao Thién Chaa
s€ du long thuong chiing ta, Thién Chua s€ ban binh an cho ching ta. Boi vi chiing ta 1a con cai cua
Thién Chua. Viéc chung ta tuyén b than phan va va nhan pham ctia minh khi budc vao Nam Mdi nay
quan trong biét chirg nao. Néu chiing ta mong doi 12 thang téi v6i su so hai va bi quan, chung ta phai
tu hoi ban than rang liéu nhitng cam gidc tiéu cuc d6 co phai 1a do 15i chiing ta khong nhan ra Thién

Chua di tao dung ching ta ta nhu thé nao.

Chuc Mung Nam Mai! Chuc tat ca cac ban mot ndm tran ngap niém vui va hy vong.

“Xin Chua chuc lanh cho con va té nhan Thanh Chua cho con va thuwong xot con.”



