TOWARDS A PARTICIPATORY CHURCH (4 )

Deacon Nishikawa Yasuhiro, diocese of Takamatsu

II. Awareness Programs

If we confront the image of the church in the second stage (see the article in June) with the image of
the third stage (see the article in Japanese), we notice that many groups of people in the third stage
are surrounding the table. That means that we need more lay people to help the community to grow.
This is the time to move to the third stage, that of an awakening church with a lot of activities. But

of course, the word of God has to be always at the center.

Experience of sharing the word of God through the “seven steps” method.

Previous preparation: every participant has his/her card and either the Bible or prints prepared for

the sharing.

Introduction: importance of understanding clearly the meaning of each step and of proceeding in a
relaxed mood.

A summary of the seven steps.

Step 1. The facilitator, using simple and easy words, asks someone to invite Jesus to be present in the
group, using suitable passages as Zacchaeus (Luke 19,1-10) or Martha (Luke 10,38-42)

Step 2. If using the Bible, it is important to give time enough to find the chosen book and the verses.
The facilitator will ask someone to read the passage slowly as in prayer.

Step 3. Everyone will choose one word or a short sentence and read it three times. Even a single word
may be enough. No need to look for difficult words,

Step 4. The facilitator tells the participants to take three or four minutes of silence. That helps
create an atmosphere of prayer.

Step 5. This is the moment of sharing. It is not a Bible study, so there is no need of lengthy
explanations or discussions. It is important to keep the spirit of prayer and to realize that Jesus is
with us. Each one may begin the sharing with the word or sentence chosen, saying for instance “This
word touched my heart”... or similar words.

Step 6. At this step, the group tries to find out a kind of “work”, not necessarily in relation with the
sharing. For instance, helping a family that is in difficulty, or prepare the feast for a birthday and so
on. The group may also choose a word or a sentence to keep in mind until the next meeting, or for one
week (month).

Step 7. As a conclusion, some of the group may say a prayer and a hymn may be sung.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 7

HUONG DPEN MOT GIAO HQI THAM GIA (4)

Phé Té Nishikawa Yasuhiro, Gido phin Takamatsu
I1.Chwong trinh ning cao nhan thirc.

Néu chiing ta ddi chiéu hinh anh Gido hoi & giai doan thir hai (xem bai luan thang 6) véi hinh anh &
giai doan tht 3 (xem bai luin bang tiéng Nhat), chung ta nhan thiy ring c6 nhiéu nhom ngudi dang
vay quanh bén ban tho trong giai doan thi 3. Piéu d6 c6 nghia 1a chiing ta cAn nhiéu gido dén hon dé
gitip phat trién cong doan. Pay 1a luc chuyén sang tiéu chi thir 3, d6 1a Gido hi tinh thic véi nhidu
hoat dong. Nhung tat nhién, Loi Chiia phai luén luén & trung tam.

A. Kinh nghiém cua viéc chia sé¢ Loi Chua thong qua phuong phap “Bay buoc ™.

Budc chuan bi: Moi thanh vién tham dy déu c6 bai cua minh va Phiic &m hoac nhiing ban in dugc

chuan san cho budi chia sé.
Gidi thiéu: Tam quan trong cua viéc hiéu rd y nghia cho tirng budc va bat dau véi mot tam trang thoa
mai.

Tém tit bay buée:

Buérc 1: Linh hoat vién, dung nhiing tir don gian va dé hiéu, thong béo téi moi thanh vién moi Chaa
Giésu dén v6i nhom. Str dung nhitng doan van phu hop nhu: Gia-Kéu (Luca 19, 1-10), hodc Martha
(Luca 10, 38-42).

Buée 2: Néu dung Phuc 4m, diéu quan trong 1 danh du thoi gian dé tim chon Kinh thanh va céc cau.
Linh hoat vién s& yéu cau ai d6 doc lai doan Kinh thanh mét cach cham rii giéng nhu trong cau nguyén
thém mot 1an nira.

Budc 3: Moi nguodi s€ chon ra mot tr hoac mot cau ng’fln va doc n6 3 1an. Tham chi mot tir duy nhét
cling dugc. Khong can tim nhitng tir kho.

Buwéc 4: Linh hoat vién thong bao t6i cac thanh vién tham gia danh ra 3-4 phat dé thinh ling. Piéu d6
gitip tao nén bau khong khi cau nguyén.

Buwéc 5: Day 1a khoang khodc cta sy chia sé. N6 khong phai 13 viéc hoc Kinh thanh, do d6 khong can
giai thich hay thao luan dai dong. Piéu quan trong 14 giit tinh than ciu nguyén va nhan biét Chtia Giésu
dang & cung chiing ta. M&i ngudi c6 thé bit dau chia sé v6i tir hodc cau da chon, chiang han nhu: “Tir
nay cham vao trdi tim té6i”... hodac nhitng tr tuong tu.

Budre 6: O bude nay, nhom thir tim mot mau “cong viéc ”, khong nhét thiét lién quan to1 viéc chia sé.
Vi du: Gitp d6 mdt gia dinh dang gap kho khan, hoac chuén bj bita tiéc sinh nhat, v.v. Nhom cling co
thé chon mot tir hodc mot cau dé ghi nhé cho budi gip mit 1an toi, hodc cho mot tudn (thang).

Buwéc 7: Dé két thuc, mot vai thanh vién trong nhom cé thé dang mot vai 101 cAu nguyén tu phat va

mot bai Thanh ca c6 thé dugc hat 1én.



