(% 3 [H) TOWARDS A PARTICIPATORY CHURCH

Deacon Nishikawa Yasuhiro, diocese of Takamatsu

I. Stage of church growth

1st stage: a provided church

Looking at the design (see the article in Japanese), we have an idea on
how the church appeared before the Second Vatican Council. The Church is
at the center. The Parish Priest, the Sisters and lay people walk towards the
church. Everything has been prepared for the celebration of Mass. There is
no communication between the Sisters and the lay people.

When Pope John Paul 2nd visited Japan in 1981, he left an important
message: to promote an evangelizing church. In order to be a church that
brings the Gospel to society, the church must evangelize itself. Living
according to the Gospel values gives us new joy and confidence. In this way,
people may feel the desire to join us in the celebration of the Eucharist.

In 1987, NICE (1%t general assembly for the promotion of an evangelizing
church) took place. To help the church to be open, three mottos were fixed.

1. A church walking together with society. 2. Faith that grows in ordinary life.
3. An evangelizing parish. Nine concrete guidelines were also settled.

Thanks to the message by the Pope and thanks to NICE, little by little
the image of a participatory church began to grow (see the design in the article
in Japanese).

II. Awareness program

When Jesus talked to the crowds, he did not choose the style of a sermon,
but rather simple parables. A sermon is a one-way method in which people
cannot participate. The words do not get deep in the hearts. On the other
hand, the awareness program is a method that helps people to think, to open
their minds, to realize what the problems are. It is formulated in seven steps,
sharing the word of God.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 6
HUONG PEN MOT GIAO HOI THAM GIA (3)

Phé Té Nishikawa Yasuhiro, Gido phin Takamatsu

I. Tiéu chi mé rong Giao hoi.

Tiéu chi thir nhat: Quy dinh ciia Gido hdi

Hay nhin vao ban phéc thao (¢ bai luan bang tiéng Nhat), ching ta ¢6 mot khai niém
vé cach ma Gido hoi xuat hién trudec Cong ddng Vatican II. Nha tho 13 trung tdm. Cha X1,
cac So, gido dan tién budc vao Nha tho. Moi thir d3 duoc chuan bj sin sang cho viée cir
hanh Thanh 1&. N6 khong c6 su giao tiép gitta cac So va gido dan.

Vao nam 1981, khi Pirc Gido Hoang Gioan-Phaold II viéng tham Nhat Ban, Ngai da
dé lai mot thong diép quan trong: thic ddy mot Gido hoi Truyén gido. Pé ma Gido hoi co
thé mang Phuc 4m dén véi Xa hoi. Gido hoi phai truyén gido cho chinh minh. Séng theo
céc gia tri Phiic 4am dem lai cho chiing ta sy han hoan va dirc tin cdy méi. Bang con duong
nay, c6 1& nguoi ta cam nhan dugc su khao khat dé tham gia vao viéc ctr hanh Thanh 18
véi ching ta .

Vao nam 1987, NICE (Pai hoi lan thir nhat cho viéc thuc diy mot Gido hoi Truyén
gi40) da dién ra. Nham gitp cho Gido hdi dugc mo rong, 3 phuong cham di dugce sira doi
nhu sau:

1. Gido hoi budce di cung véi Xa hoi.

2. Niém tin duogc trién né trong doi séng binh thudng.

3. Gido xt Truyén gido. 9 nguyén tic chi dao cu thé ciing di duogc giai quyét.
Cam on thong diép cua Pirc C6 Giao Hoang va cam on NICE, dan dan  hinh anh cua

mot Gido hoi tham gia bat dau phat trién (xem chi tiét trong bai luan tiéng Nhat).

I1.Chuwong trinh nang cao nhan thirc.

Khi Chtia Giésu néi chuyén véi dam dong, Nguoi khong chon 16i thuyét gido, nhung
bang nhitng cau chuyén ngu ngdn kha don gian. Thuyét gido 1a phuong phap mot chiéu
ma moi nguoi khong dugce tham gia vao bai giang. Lo gidng khong di sau duogc vao long
nguoi. Mac khac, chuong trinh ndng cao nhan thirc 12 mot phuong phép gitp moi nguoi
tu duy va mé mang dau ¢ dé nhéan thic rd cac van dé 1a gi? N6 dugc dua vao cong thirc

bay budc chia s¢ Lo1 Chua.



