SHARING SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT THE SYNOD
AND A CHURCH COMMUNITY OPEN TO MISSION

Catholic diocese of Takamatsu, Deacon Nishikawa Yasuhiro

When my elder brother, who is a member of the Catholic Church in Izumi, asked me to write
something for the monthly bulletin “Xavier Shinbun”, I was not yet ready to do it. Now, however, I
decided to write something about the Synod (a meeting of delegate Bishops from around the world) that
will take place in October 2023. This is the 16t ordinary synod and all the Christians are invited to send
their ideas about “communion, participation and mission”.

I would be glad if what I write might be a help to sharing ideas and suggestions.

The Synod is a meeting of Bishops, but Pope Francis wants to listen to the voice of all the Christians
in the world. That's why in 2021, on October the 10th, pope Francis declared the opening of the period
of preparation for the Synod. A week later, each diocese began the preparatory work, following the lines
fixed in the guide-book. Since he became Pope, he would invite us again and again to aim at a world
where no one is left out. In 2019, for his visit to Japan in November, he chose a similar theme: “Let us
protect all life”. The Church is the assembly of Christians, and the Pope strongly wants a church where
all participate.

The Vatican Council gives a definition of the Church, as a place of intimate communion with God, a
sign of unity and an instrument to reach these goals. Pope Francis wants the pastors to have the smell
of the sheep. In other words, pastors who go out, listen to the cry of people. A church as a field hospital,
in which Christians work to heal those who suffer. Through Baptism and Confirmation, we the church
are anointed, belong to Christ and are sent to the place where we live and work. Pope Francis continues
to call all of us, men and women, sick and healthy people, old people and children to work in the vineyard
of the Lord.

In 1994 I participated in a biblical course for leaders in the church of Las Pinas, famous for its pipe
organ, in the diocese of Manila, Philippines. This parish has 75000 Christians and only one priest. The
main theme was about how to make the Christians grow in the missionary dimension. Christians from
10 Asian countries sent their delegates, 25 in all (11 lay people, 3 sisters and 11 priests).

The Lay Office of the FABC (Federation of Asian Bishop’s Conference), has established a commission for
the formation of leaders, ASIPA (Asian Integral Pastoral Approach), with the aim to have a church

where all Christians participate in an active way.

[Theme] : Towards a Participatory Church
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HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 3

SU CHIA SE MQT VA; SUY NGIﬁ VE THUONG HOI PONG VA
MOT CONG POAN GIAO HOI MO CHO SU VU

Gido phin Takamatsu, Phé Té Nishikawa Yasuhiro

Khi anh trai t6i 1a thanh vién ctia Nha tho & Izumi, di dé nghi t61 viét mot cai gi d6 cho
ban tin hing thang “Xavier Shinbun”, nhung toi van chua san sang dé 1am viéc nay. Tuy nhién,
bay gio t6i dd quyét dinh viét mot vai diéu vé Thuong Hoi dong (Cudc hop cua cac Giam muc
dai dién tir khap noi trén toan Thé gidi) s& dién ra vao thang 10 nim 2023. Pay la Thugng Hoi
d6ng Giam muc 1an thr XVI va tit ca cac Kitd hitu duge moi goi giri nhitng ¥ tudng cua ho
cho “Hiép thong, Tham gia va S vu”.

T6i that vui ming néu nhirng gi minh viét c6 thé giup ich cho viéc chia sé nhimng ¥ tudng va
de xuat.

Thuong Ho61 déng la cudc hop cua cac Gidm muc, nhung Pic Thanh Cha Phanxico
mudn ling nghe tiéng nodi cla tit ca cac Kitd hitu trén Thé gisi. Do 1a 1y do tai sao vao ngay
10 thang 10 ndm 2021, Ptrc Thanh Cha Phanxico tuyén b6 khai mac giai doan chuin bj cho
Thuong Ho1 déng. MBSt tuan sau, mdi Gido phan bat dau cong tac chuan bi, dua theo nhirng
phuong cham da duoc quy dinh trong Cam nang hudng dan. Tir khi tré thanh Ptrc Gido Hoang,
Ngai dd moi goi chung ta hét 1an nay dén l1an khac ciing huéng t6i mot Thé gidi ma & d6 khong
mot ai bi bé roi. Nam 2019 trong chuyén tham Nhat Ban vao thang 11, Ngai da chon mot chu
dé tuong tu: “Chiing ta hdy bdo vé moi sw song”. Giao hoi 1a bd phan cua nhitng nguoi theo
dao Thién Chua va Puc Gido Hoang mong mudn mot Gido hoi ma noi d6 toan thé moi nguoi
déu duoc tham gia.

Cong déng Vatican da dua ra mot khai niém vé Gido hoi, nhu mot noi hiép thong mat
thiét voi Thién Chtia, mot dau chi cua su hiép nhat va khi cu dé dat duoc nhirng muc ti€u nay.
Purc Gido Hoang Phanxicdé mudn cac Muc tir  ngui thdy duge mui cta cac con Chién. Hay
néi cach khac 13 Muc tir buéde ra thuc té, léng nghe tiéng cua chung. Gidao hdi nhu mot bénh
vién di chién trong 6 Dan Chua lam viéc dé chira lanh vét thuong cho nhimg nguoi dau kho.
Qua Bi tich Rtra t61 va Thém suc, ching ta dugc Gido hoi xtc dau, thudc vé Chua Giésu va
duoc sai dén nhitng noi ma chung ta sdng va lam viéc. Pirc Giao Hoang Phanxic tiép tuc kéu
goi moi ngudi: Nam nir, ngudi 6m dau manh khoe, nguoi gia tré nho dén 1am viée trong vudn
nho cta Thién Chua.

Nam 1994, t6i tham gia mdt khoa hoc Kinh thanh danh cho nhiing nguoi lanh dao &
Nha thd Las Pinas, c6 dan Organ noi tiéng lam bang tre, thuoc Gido phan Manila, Phi-lip-pin.
Gido xir nay c¢6 75.000 Gido dan nhung chi c6 mét Linh muc. Chii dé chinh 1a vé cach lam dé
ngudi Kitd hitu truéng thanh trong chiéu kich Truyén giao. Cong doan Dan Chua tir 10 nudce
Dong Nam A d3 ctr cac Dai dién cua ho, tat ca 25 nguoi trong do co6 (11 Gido dan, 3 Sova 11



Linh muc).

Vin phong Gido hoi Chau A (Lién Hoi Péng Giam Muc A Chau), da thanh 1ap Uy ban dé lanh
dao to chuc, ASIPA (Céch tiép can muc vu toan dién Chau A) vo1 muc tiéu c6 mot Giao hoi
ma ¢ do toan bd Kitd hitu tham gia tich cuc vao hanh trinh.

[Cha dé]: Hudng dén mot Gido hoi tham gia

Ti€u chi moé rong cua Gido hoi.

Cac chuong trinh nang cao nhan thuec.

Cac phuong phép chia sé Phac am.

Cong doan Gido hoi co ban, Cong doan Dan Chua co ban, Cong doan Kitd hiru nhd.
Kha nang Lanh dao.

Cac mat Xa hoi.

Hd1 nhap Van hoa.

Nghi thitc nhap dao Dy tong ngudi 16n.
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Tiép tuc lan téi.



