AVE MARIA

Hamadera Church, Hayashi Hideki

Mary, blessed Mother, capable of endurance, living always at the presence of God,
virgin full of grace, give us a heart full of love and faith. Mary, our Mother, may all the
people of the world bless and praise you.

In the beginning, I did not know how to turn to Mary. I learned that she is not an object
of adoration, but devotion. In many paintings she is shown as a young mother holding
her child in her arms, but as an adult I looked for a different image.

The first time I went to Hamadera church, I met a lady who was wiping the statue of
Mary. She turned to me and said: "It is God who brought you here”. I said that I was not
so sure about that. But she simply replied: “God truly exists!”. I noticed some tears in her
eyes. She had lived as a Christian for about 80 years.

When I joined the Christians at Mass, a lady would stay near me to explain the
meaning of the celebration. Her name was Mary. Encouraged by her presence, I began to
sing the hymns without feeling embarrassed.

After Mass, I often had a chance to talk with another lady whose name was also Mary.
She told me about books, films, lectures and guided me to groups of study and sharing.
She introduced me to another lady, whose name was also Mary. I was rather dejected at
that time, for I had lost my work. She prayed together with me and then she said: “When
we experience the presence of God, it often touches our heart and we feel moved to tears”.

There is another Mary who told me that I was like a son for her. She introduced me to
many Christians. When I told her of a new job I had found, she told me to accept it, even
if I did not feel very excited about it.

At this point, it came quite naturally to me to choose “Mary” as my baptismal name.
My mother and my father were also baptized. My mother too, though with some
hesitation, chose the name “Mary”.

The Lord Jesus gave me his own mother, he looked at me when I was in distress and
talked with me with much love and benevolence. Before realizing it, I found myself

repeating again and again: “Mother, pray for me”.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 7

AVE MARIA
Nha Tho Hamadera, Hayashi Hideki
Maria, Mg c6 phuc la, voi kha nang chiu dung, lic nao ciing tdn tai & trude mat Thién
Chua, Nit Dong trinh ddy on phuc, xin ban cho chung con mét trai tim tran day long nhan tir
va su tin kinh. Maria, m¢ ctia ching con, xin ban cho tat ca moi nguoi trén toan Thé gioi su
chuc tung va ngoi khen Nguoi.

Can nguyén, toi khong biét lam thé nao dé hudng vé Maria. Toi dugc biét rang Me
khong phai 1a ddi twong cua su ton thd nhung 13 10ng sung dao. Trong nhiéu birc tranh, Me to
minh ra nhr mot ngudi me tré bdng bé con minh trén tay nhung khi truéng thanh t6i di tim ra
duoc mot hinh anh khac.

Lan dau, t6i ¢én Nha Tho Hamadera, t6i da gap mdt phu nit dang lau sach twong Me
Maria. Ba quay sang t6i va noi: “Pé la Thién Chiia dd mang ban dén noi nay”. Toi tra 10i rang
t6i khong chic chan lam vé diéu d6. Nhung ba ay chi dap 1oi don gian: “Thién Chiia thit su
t6n tai!”’. T6i nhan ra mot vai giot 1€ trong mat ba. Ba d3 c¢6 80 nim séng nhu mdt nguoi Kitd
hiru.

Khi t6i tham du Thanh 1& cung cac Kitd hiru, mot ngudi phu nit & bén canh dé giai
thich nghia cua budi 1 cho toi. Tén ba 1a Maria. Puoc dong vién béi sy hién dién cua ba, toi
bat dau hat nhitng bai Thanh ca ma khong con thay xau ho nira.

Sau Thanh 1€, t6i hay c6 co hoi noi chuyén véi mét ngudi phu nir khac ma tén ciing 1a
Maria. Ba ké cho toi nghe vé céc loai sach, phim anh, bai giang va huéng dan toi vao cac nhom
hoc tap va chia sé. Ba gioi thiéu to1 véi mot nguoi phu nit khac, ma tén cting 1a Maria. T61 da
kha that vong vao thoi diém d6, boi vi t6i da bi mat viéc. Ba di cau nguyén cung toi va sau d6
ba néi: “Khi chung ta trai nghiém dwoc sw hién dién cua Thién Chua, diéu do luén cham vio

trai tim cua chung toi va lam chung toi xuc dong roi nwoc mat”.

C6 mdt ngudi Maria di noi vai toi rang toi giong mot dira con trai ctia ba. Ba di giGi
thiéu t6i v6i nhiéu nguoi Kité hiru. Khi toi trd chuyén véi ba vé cong viéec moi ma toi da tim
dugc, ba khuyén toi hay chap nhan no, du 1a t6i khong cam thay hing thu véi nd lam.

Vao thoi diém do, toi hét stirc ngau nhién khi chon “Maria” cho tén Thanh Rua Toi
ctia minh. Me va ba t6i ciing di dugc Rira Toi. Me t6i ciing thé, mic du ¢o chut ludng Iy, cho
viéc chon tén “Maria”.

Chua Giésu da ban Me rudt cua Ngai cho t61, Ngai da nhin t6i khi t61 roi vao canh
khén cung va tro chuyén véi toi bang nhiéu tinh yéu va 1ong nhan tir. Trude khi nhan ra duoc
diéu nay, toi tim thay ¢ chinh ban than minh su lap di lap lai dinh ky: “Me o1, hdy cau nguyén
cho con”.



