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THINKING OF LENT

Sr. Louisa Gori

In a book written by Bishop Mori Kazuhiro, there are a few pages about the meaning of “idolatry”. It
1s a word that somebody would consider out of date or at least not related to Christianity. However, 1
think that even now

we can get some good hints, especially for Lent.

A long time ago, people who lived in countries of the Middle East used to adore, as symbols of God,
stones and trees, cows and serpents. This is idolatry and as such it is forbidden severely by God in
the Bible.

One reason is that in this way we distort the image of God. In fact it is not possible for us to see
God, because he is far beyond our thoughts or feelings or understanding. If we look for a god as we

like, that is to lower God to our own level.

Another reason is our greed. In old times people asked their gods to give them rich harvest, fertility,
prosperity and happiness, only for themselves and their families. They looked for their own success
in trade, for being healed from disease but again only for themselves. This attitude is what we would

call idolatry. It may be found even nowadays.

Finally, there is the danger to focus only on this earthly life and work hard to gain a good

reputation and honor in society, richness and happiness in this life.

The Bible tells us that there is only one object that we have to love with all our strength and our
heart, that is God. If we put all our efforts to love something that is not God, that is idolatry.
God, and only God has to be at the center of our life, in all our attitudes, beliefs and actions. To adore
God and to love God, this is what we are invited to do, as human beings and much more as

Christians.



SUY NGHI VE MUA CHAY

So Louisa Gori

Trong mét cuén sdch dwoc viét béi Giam muc Mori Kazuhiro, ¢6 mét vai trang dé cdp
y nghid vé “sw sting bai than fiong”. NO 14 tir ma ¢6 nguwroi cho 12 161 thei hodc chi it
khéng lién quan gi dén Kité gido. Tuy nhién, téi nghi bay gio ciing thé.
Chuing ta c6 thé dén nhdn mét sé goi ¥ tét, dac biét cho Mua chay.

Céach day da rat 1au roi, nhitng ngudi séng ¢ cac nudc Trung Pong da tiing ton tho
nhitng biéu tugng giéng cua Thién Chua: d4 va ciy, bo cai va con ran. Pay la su sing
bai hinh tuong va nhu vay nd bi nghiém cam boi Kinh thanh.

Mot ly do 1a bang cach nay chung ta di bop méo hinh anh cua Thién Chua. Trén thuc
té, ching ta khong thé nhin thay Thién Chua, bai vi Ngai vuot ra xa nhitng suy nghi
hoac cam xuc hoac sy hiéu biét caa ching ta. Néu ching ta tim kiém Thién Chua nhu
chiing ta mudn, tic 1a da ha thap Thién Chua xubng ngang vai chinh ching ta.

Mot Iy do khac 1a tinh tham lam cua ching ta. Ngay xua, con ngudi cau xin Thién
Chua ban cho ho duoc mia mang boi thu, dat dai mau md, su phon vinh va hanh phdc.
chi cho ban than va gia dinh ho. Ho tim kiém su thanh céng cho chinh minh trong kinh
doanh, dé dugc chira lanh bénh tat nhung lai ciing chi cho ban than ho. Quan diém nay
la cai ma ching ta co thé goi la sy sting bai than tuong. N6 ciing c¢6 thé tim thay ngay
ca ngay nay.

Cubi cung, c6 nguy co chi chli thm cho cudc song tran gian nay va lam viéc cham chi
dé dat duoc danh tiéng va dia vi tét trong xa hoi, su giau ¢ va hanh phic & doi séng
nay.

Kinh thanh cho ching ta biét chi c6 mét ddi twong duy nhat ma chdng ta phai
yéu mén hét y va hét long ciia chiing ta, dé 1a Thién Chuda. Néu ching ta nd lec hét
minh dé yéu mot diéu gi d6 ma khong phai Thién Chua, thi d6 1a sy sing bai than
tugng. Thién Cha, va chi c6 Ngai la trung tdm ciaa cudc séng ching ta, trong mei
quan diém, dirc tin va hanh déng cia ching ta. Ton the Thién Chuda va yéu mén
Thién Chuia, day la diéu ma ching ta dwoc moi goi dé thuc hién, véi tw cach la
con nguoi va hon thé nira véi tur cach 1a mot nguoi Kitd hiru.



