POWER HIDDEN IN WEAKNESS

“If I am to boast, then let me boast of my own weakness” (2 Cor. 11,30).

This message by Saint Paul is particularly important now, for the whole world. Pope’s
Francis teaching gives us often this same message.

“Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I am not indignant?” (id.
11,29), writes Saint Paul. However, he was not a strong man, nor his health was good. Yet,
after meeting Jesus, he would go all over the world to preach the Gospel.

As for Pope Francis, he is now 83, but he continues to travel widely, bringing hope especially
to the poor and the needy, and he invites us, as Christians, to stay near those who suffer.

Saint Paul and Pope Francis: where does their energy come from? One point in common is
that they take upon themselves the suffering of the others. It is not something that comes from
their own strength, but comes as a grace from the Lord, in whom they put their unconditional
trust.

The spreading of the corona virus has brought total chaos all over the world. So many people
suffer. Doctors and nurses care for the sick with constant unselfishness. Churches had to be
closed for some months.

Let us pray for all those who suffer and let us begin to help others in little things, keeping in
mind that the grace and power of the Lord is present above all in these moments, in
unexpected ways.

Let me share with you a recent episode. A friend of mine found himself in a very difficult
situation. He went to pray fervently at many Buddhist temples and there he saw so many
people praying earnestly. He was moved and after a while he found himself praying for them,
not for himself. It was at this point that he felt that his prayer had been answered!

“The prayer for oneself becomes the prayer for others”. This is what true prayer means.
Power hidden in weakness.

(Summary)
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SUC MANH AN GIAU TRONG SU YEU PUOI

“Néu phdi tw hao, thi t6i sé tw hao vé nhitng yéu dudi cia ti” (2 Cor. 11,30).

Thong diép nay caa Thanh Phaold thi hién nay dic biét quan trong dbi vai toan Thé gidi.
Gido huan ctia Puc Thanh Cha Phanxico thudng truyén cho ching ta cing mot Thong diép
nay.

“C6 ai yéu duoi ma tdi lai khéng cam thdy minh yéu dusi? C6 ai vdap ngd ma toi lgi
khong cam thay 1ong soi 1én” (1d. 11,29), Thanh Phaold da viét. Tuy nhién, Thanh Phaold
khong phai la mot chang thanh nién cuong trng, va ciing khong phai 1a mét chang thanh
nién khoe manh. Nhung, sau khi gap g& Chia Giésu, Thanh Phaol6 da di téi khip noi trén
Thé gisi dé trao giang Tin Mung.

Vé phan Bic Thanh Cha Phanxicd, hién nay Ngai 83 tudi nhung Ngai van thuc hién
nhitng chuyén cong du xa, dic biét 1a mang huy vong dén véi ngudi ai nghéo khé va ting
thiéu, va Ngai moi goi chiing ta, 1a nhimg nguoi Kit hitu, hdy ¢ gan ho nhiing ngudi dau
kho.

Thanh Phaold va Btc Thanh Cha Phanxicd: Nghi luc tiém tang cua ho dén tir dau? Co
mot diém chung 1a ho tu véc liy dau kho cho ngudi khac. N6 khong phai 1a didu dén tir stc
manh cua riéng ho, nhung 1a &n sung dugc dén tir Thién Chula, noi ho dit niém tin mot
cach vo diéu kién.

Sy lay lan cua Vi rat Corona da gay ra su hdn loan trén toan Thé giéi. C6 quéa nhiéu
ngudi dau khd. Cac B4c sy va Y ta cham séc bénh nhan véi hiéu qua lién tuc. Cac Nha tho
da phai dong ctra trong vai thang.

Chiing ta hdy cau nguyén cho tat ca nhiing ai dau kho va bat dau giup d& ho bang cac
viéc lam nho, khac nh¢ trong tam tri rang an sung va quyén nang cua Thién Chua luon
hién dién trong nhitng khoang khac nay, theo nhitng cach ma ching ta khong ngo téi.

Hiy dé t6i chia sé v&i cac ban mot chuyén gan ddy. Mot nguoi ban cua toi di tim lai
chinh minh trong mot hoan canh rat kho khan. Anh ay da di cau nguyén nhigt thanh tai
nhiéu ngoi Chua Phat giao va ¢ d6 anh ay nhan thay c6 rat nhiéu nguoi dang cau nguyén
mét cach sét sang. Anh ay da xuc dong va mot IUc sau anh thay minh dang cau nguyén cho
ho, chu: khdng phai cau nguyén cho minh. Chinh tai thoi khac ndy, anh 4y cam nhan rang
loi cau nguyén caa minh da dugc nham 1oi.

“Loi cau hguy¢n cua chinh minh trg thanh loi Cau nguyén cho nhifng nguoi khac”. bay
1a ¥ nghia cta 10i cau nguyén chan thanh. Stc manh an giau trong su yéu dudi.

(Suu tam)



