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“Mother of God, pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of our death”

fr. Juang Romualdus

My sisters and brothers in Christ, in this our monthly parish bulletin, I would like to talk
about Maria as the theme of this foreword. Well, do you notice something when you enter in a
catholic church? There is a statue of Mary outside the entrance of the church. It feels like She
1s waiting for us there, greeting and accompanying us to Jesus. And if you look closely, there is
a snake, which is a symbol of evil, at the feet and is trampled on the heel of Maria. That snake
represents the egoism that exists in each of us. Egoism denies God's salvation and grace.

The meaning of the statue of Mary standing on the snake is that we can live the gospel of
Jesus only when we fight evil and converted. The statue of Mary continues to tell us that
silently. Jesus in the womb of Mary is the Savior and promises salvation for all humans. We

don't have to be afraid of evil and death. Jesus pardoned our sins and overcame death.

And this month, especially 15 august, as Catholics, we celebrate the Assumption of Mother
Mary and at the same time, Japanese celebrate Obon. I would like to consider a little bit
about the relationship between them. For sure, our journey on earth has his end. But as
Christians, we believe that through the baptism, we are one with Christ in His death and
resurrection. In that sense,
we believe how important is to pray for the souls, not only to visit the grave to remember them.
When we die too, we would like to enter the kingdom of God, where the Virgin Mary herself
had entered and waits for us. It is the faith that in that Eternal Life, we will receive the glory
of God and live in the presence of the Lord.

Let us ask our Mother's prayers and support so that we can enter into the eternal kingdom
promised by Christ.

"Our Lady, pray for us both now and when we are dying." Amen.
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“ Lay Me Thién Chua, xin cau nguyén cho ching con nhirng nguoi cé toi
vao llc nay va vao thei khic 1am chung cia ching con.”

Cha Juang Romualdus

Thua anh chi em trong Cong doan Kitd Hitu, ¢ ban tin thang nay cua Gido xi ching ta, tdi mudn
noi vé Me Maria nhu chu dé cua li tya ndy. A, ban c6 dé y thay diéu gi khi ban vao Nha tho Cong
gido khéng? Co tuong Biic Me Maria & bén ngoai 16i vao cua Nha the. N6 ¢6 cam giac giéng nhu
Me dang doi ching ta & d6 viy, dé chao va di cung véi chung ta dén véi Chia Giésu. Va néu ban
nhin k§ ludng, c6 mot con ran, 1a biéu trong cua diéu &c, & dudi chan va dang dugc dap giam l1én
boi got chan ciia Me Maria. Con ran do dai dién cho tinh ich ky ton tai trong mdi nguai ching ta.
Tinh ich ky khéng thira nhan sy ciu rdi linh hon va an sing cia Thién Chia. Y nghia cua tugng
Puc Me Maria dting trén con ran 1a chiing ta chi c6 thé séng theo Tin mung cia Chia Giésu Kito
khi chling ta chién d4u cho diéu ac va da cai dao. Tuong Ptiic Me Maria tiép tuc ndi cho ching ta vé
diéu tham ling. Chua Giésu trong long Me Maria 1a Pang Ctzu Thé va hira ban on ctu rdi linh hon
cho ca nhan loai. Chlng ta khéng phai so hai vé diéu &c va sy chét. Chiia Giésu da thir tha nhitng toi
15i cua chiing ta va chién thang céi chét.

Va thang nay, dic biét ngay 15 thang 8, 1a ngudi Cong gido, chdng ta ky niém LE Dtiic Me Thing
Thién va ciing thoi gian d6, nguoi Nhat ciing ky niém L& Obon. T6i mudn nghi mét ti vé méi quan
hé giita ching. Bé chac chan, cudc hanh trinh ciia chiing ta trén trai dat c6 két thiic. Nhung 1a nguoi
Cong gido, chling ta xéc tin vao Phép Rira Toi, chling ta nén mot voi Chia Giésu Kitd trong céi chét
va sy Phuc Sinh cua Ngai. Trong y nghia d6, chiing ta tin rang viéc cau nguyén cho céac linh hon 1a
quan trong nhu thé ndo, khéng chi dén viéng mo dé tuong nhé nhitng ngudi da mat. Cling nhu vay
khi chling ta chét, ching ta mudn vao nuéc troi cia Thién Chla, & d6 Me Maria Pong Trinh di vao
va doi ching ta. N6 13 Btc Tin vao sy song doi doi, chling ta s& nhan sy vinh hién caa Thién Chua
va song trong sy hién dién caa Nguoi.

Chung ta hdy cau xin Me Maria cau nguyén va giup d& dé ching ta c6 thé vao nuéc troi doi doi ma
Thién Chutia da haa ban.

“Lay Pirc Me, xin cdu nguyén cho ching con cd bay gio va khi dang hap hoi.” Amen.



