“OUR JOURNEY TOGETHER”
IN TIME OF CORONA VIRUS

Matsumoto Hideki

“Our journey together” is a method of catechesis for catechumens, initiated at Lumko,
South Africa. We began to use this method at Izumi block (Hamadera, Izumi and
Kishiwada catholic churches) in 2007, encouraged by Father Matsuura Ken. In one year
program, there are three sessions with ten meetings each. So far, twelve persons

received the grace of Baptism thanks to this method.

This year, we could not meet from March to June, because of the spread of corona
virus. We began again in July. In the first meeting we talked about our own experiences
during the corona virus escalation. Here is something of what we talked about.

® Jesus was present in my everyday life. I had a chance to review my life style;

® [ read the readings of every day Mass and that helped me to live together with

Jesus;
® What we can trust to the end is only the word of God and our relation with Jesus;

I tried to be positive and go on. I wrote some letters to keep communication open;

® [sn’t our society going the wrong way? As Pope Francis says, men have to coexist
with nature;

® | was able to appreciate the work done by the medical staff with patients of corona

virus;

® [ think sometimes: what is the purpose of all this suffering, and what can I do?

Through this exchange of feelings and experiences, a point that emerges is our
relation with Jesus. W are given the grace to talk with him, to put in his heart our joy,
suffering, distress and fears!

Another point is the importance of examining our own life style. Pope Francis says it
is a time to focus on loving God and our neighbor. There is nothing more important. Let
us do our best to be always kind, full of benevolence, ready to support each other. This is
in fact what “Our Journey together” aims to.
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“PONG HANH CUNG NHAU CUA CHUNG TOI”
O THOI VI RUT CORONA

Matsumoto Hideki
“pong hanh cling nhau cia chang tdi” 1a phuong phap Huan gido danh cho nguoi Tan tong, dugc
khoi xuéng tai Lumko, Nam Phi. Ching tdi bat dau ap dung phuong phap nay tai khdi Izumi ( Nha
tho Hamadera, Izumi, Kishiwada ) vao nam 2007, dugc khuyén khich bai Cha Matsuura Ken. Trong
mot nam chuong trinh da c6 3 ky hop vai 10 cudc hoi nghi khéc. Cho téi thoi diém hién tai, 12 nguoi
da dugc nhan Bich tich Rua toi nho phuong phap nay.

Nim nay, chung t6i da khong thé gap nhau tir thang 3 dén thang 6, bai sy lay lan Virat Corona.
Ching tdi bat dau lai vao thang 7. Trong cudc hoi nghi tha nhat, ching t6i dd noi vé& nhitng trai
nghiém cua ban than minh trong qué trinh Virdat Corona dién bién gia ting. Pay 1a cu chuyén ma

chung t6i dd néi vé né.

e Chua Giésu da hién dién trong cudc sdng hang ngay cua toi. Toi di thay doi dé 1am mai lai
16i séng caia minh;

e Toi di doc cac bai doc hiang ngay ciia Thanh 18 va diéu nay da giup t6i séng cung véi Chia
Giésu;

e Didu gi lam ching ta c6 thé tin twong dén chét, chi c6 1oi cia Thién Chda va mbi quan hé caa
chdng ta véi Chia Giésu;

e Toi da cb gang hét sirc va khong nging nghi. Toi da viét mot vai 14 thu dé danh cho sy truyén
dat coi mo;

e Phai ching x4 hdi chung ta dang di sai huéng? Nhu Pire Gido Hoang Phanxico néi, dan ong
phai clng ton tai vai Thién nhién;

e Toi danh gia cao cong viée da duoc 1am boi nhan vién y té vai cac bénh nhan bi nhidm Virat
Corona;

e Doi khi t6i nghi: Muc dich cho tat ca nhitng dau kho nay 1a gi, va céi gi toi co thé lam?

Qua sy trao d6i vé nhitng y kién va kinh nghiém nay, mot diém néi bac Ién 1a mdi quan hé caa ching
ta voi Chua Giésu. Chung ta duoc ban &n sing dé néi chuyén véi Ngai, dat vao trai tim Ngai sy han
hoan, su dau khd, canh khdn cting, su kinh so caa ching ta!

Mot diém khéc 1a tim quan trong trong viéc kiém tra 16i séng cua chinh chung ta. Puc Giéo
Hoang Phanxico néi rang day la thoi diém dé tap trung vao viéc yéu mén Thién Chla va hang xém
cua ching ta. Khong c6 gi 1a quan trong hon. Chiing ta ¢6 gang hay ludn ludn tu té, day long nhan tur,
san sang hd tro 13n nhau. Pay thyc té 1a nhiing gi “Péng hanh cing nhau cia chang tdi” nham téi.



