A WORD OF THANKS
Spinola Shudojokai, Sr. Umeki Akiyo

It was the 1971 when our first community began its presence at Izumi and
the kindergarten was initiated. Children and their parents could enjoy
a relaxing space, in the middle of green and nature. Next year will be the
50th anniversary of this kindergarten. In the beginning there was nothing
but a hospital near by, however nowadays a lot of houses, new roads,
big shopping centers and a highway have been built.

In the process of time a house was built near the convent, for apostolic
activity, workshops and retreats for young people. The place is quiet, in the
middle of nature, so many came to enjoy a moment of peace and healing,
far from everyday routine. The meetings were often concluded with a cup of
tea together with us.

When we initiated the kindergarten, the Sisters had to overcome many
difficulties. Some of them are already in God’s eternal peace, some others are
still with us. Thanks to their efforts the kindergarten could continue its
presence here.

However, for many reasons, after 50 years, our community is going to close.

To be honest, it is hard for me and I feel very sad to leave Osaka diocese,
Kishiwada chiku, Izumi block and all the people that I could meet here.

“Father, let your will be done, not mine”. Jesus’ prayer is also my prayer.

God himself guides our lives and gives us what is good for us, though we do not
always understand.

I want to thank all the Christians in Izumi Block for their support
and communion with us. “Go, go to the end of earth, and proclaim the good news
of salvation”, says a hymn that we often sing.

Towards a new sailing...
(summary)



LOI LE CHO SU CAM ON

Spinola Shudojokai Se. Umeki Akiyo
D6 12 nam 1971 khi cong dong dau tién cua ching t6i bat du c6 mit ¢ 1zumi va mot
ngdi truong mau gido da duoc hinh thanh. Nhitng dta tré va ba me ching cé thé tan
huong mot khong gian thu gian, gitta bau khi cua sy xanh mét va thién nhién. Nam
t6i s& 12 ky niém 50 nim cta ngdi trudng mAau gido ndy. Lic bat dau noi d6 khong co
gi ngoai bénh vién & gan do, tuy nhién ngay nay c6 rat nhiéu nha cira, dudng xa méi,
trung tm mua sam 16n, va mot con duong cao toc da duoc xay dung.

Cung véi thoi gian mot ngdi nha dugc xay dung gan nir tu vién, véi muc dich danh
cho hoat dong Tong d6, hoi thao va 13 noi tinh tim cho gigi tré. Mot noi yén tinh va
nam giita thién nhién, cé rat nhiéu nguoi da dén day dé tan huang phat gidy binh yén,
dé chita 1anh ton thuong, dé xa lanh thoi quen thudng ngay. Nhitng cudc hop thuong
duoc két thic vaoi nhau bang mét tach tra cho ching ti.

Khi chung t6i hinh thanh ngoi trudng mau gido, cac So da phai tim cach vuot qua
mubn van kho khan. Mot vai ngudi trong s6 ho da ¢ trong hoa binh Thién Chaa doi
doi, mot sd nguoi khéc thi van & ciing véi ching toi. Nho ¢6 su nd luc cua ho ngoi
trudng mau giao da cé thé tiép tuc hién dién & day.

Tuy nhién, do nhiéu nguyén nhén, sau 50 nim, cong dong ching tdi s& két thac cong
viéc & day. That 1dng ma ndi, nd 1a khé khin cho t6i va t6i cam thay rat budn khi roi
khoi Gio phan Osaka, Kishiwada Chiku, Pai Cong doan Izumi va tit ca moi nguoi

ma to1 da duoc gap noi day.

“Thwra Cha, hay d@é cdng viéc ciia Nguoi sé duwoc thyc hién, nhung khéng phdi con”.
Nhiing 16i cau nguyén ciia Chua Giésu ciing chinh 14 10i cau nguyén cua toi.

Chinh Ngudi s& huéng dan cudc song cuaa ching ta va ban cho ching ta nhitng diéu
t6t dep, mic du ching ta khdng phai lic nao ciing hiéu dugc diéu do.

T6i mudn cam on tat ca Kitd hitu trong Pai Cong doan Izumi cho sy hd tro cia ho
va su dong cam vai chang toi. “Hay ra di, di den tdn cung Trdi dat, va loan bao Tin
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Ming Vé i iU roi” ndi nhu mot bai Thanh ca ma chung ta thuong hay hat.
Huéng t6i su khai hanh mot chuyén di mai...

(So lugc)



