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I wish you a Happy New Year.

How did you spend your New Year holiday?
As you know, the Church has designated New Year's Day as “World Day of Peace” and encourages
the renewal and prayer of thoughts and actions for world peace.
Pope Francis sends a message to the whole world every year. In the message of World Day of Peace
2019, the “Beatitudes of the Politician”, proposed by Vietnamese Cardinal Francois-Xavier Nguyén
Van Thuén is quoted:

Blessed be the politician with a lofty sense and deep understanding of his role.

Blessed be the politician who personally exemplifies credibility.

Blessed be the politician who works for the common good and not his or her own interest.

Blessed be the politician who remains consistent.




Blessed be the politician who works for unity.

Blessed be the politician who works to accomplish radical change.

Blessed be the politician who is capable of listening.

Blessed be the politician who is without fear.
The title of the Pope's message is the “Good politics 1s at the service of peace,” so the word of
politician is used, but I think that the word “politician” may be replaced with “I and you,” because
we are asked to work and pray for world peace.
As one specific action, in the message of World Day of Peace 2018, Pope Francis encourages our
efforts to welcome, protect, promote and integrate asylum seekers, refugees, migrants and victims
of human trafficking. We would like to do for them whatever lies in our power. I am confident that
even our small efforts can contribute to a small step towards world peace. This is because Jesus who
is Prince of Peace and Mary, Mother of Jesus walk with us.

Best wishes for world peace in 2020 and I hope you will have a great year
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