Forgiving each other through God’s tender love
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To talk about “forgiving each other”, I often use the experience of
Pope John Paul II. On May 1981 he was shot by a young man from
Turkey. The Pope miraculously survived. This young man was given a
life sentence. Two years later, two days after Christmas, the Pope
visited him in prison. They talked for a short time, but later the Pope
refused to talk about the contents of their conversation. “I simply
forgave him and talked with him as a brother who deserves complete
trust”. In April 2005, when the Pope died, this young man grieved much
for his death.

To forgive each other is such an important aspect of our life. Jesus
himself stressed the urgency of forgiveness. “Our Father...forgive our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Jesus asked
for forgiveness for those who crucified him. “Father, forgive them, for
they know not what they do”.

“To forgive” requires a change of mental attitude, from a negative one
to a positive one. This is what Jesus did on the cross. The aim of
forgiveness is to give the other the possibility to be saved. At the same
time, we ourselves are saved. As long as we have negative feelings, we
are dragged towards “minus” and “negative” thoughts.

Roses have thorns. In other words, in each one of us there are
beautiful aspects and ugly ones. Yet, even if there are thorns, roses are
beautiful. In the parable of the prodigal son, the father would look at
the beautiful things in his son, whereas the elder brother would look
only at the thorns. Mother Theresa said that she tried to look at the
positive aspects of others, and that helped her to love them.

Let us also do our best to pull out our own thorns, forgiving again and
again. Seventy times seven, said Jesus to Peter.

(summary)



THONG QUA TINH YEU NHAN H AU CUA THIEN
CHUA CHUNG TADE THA TH U CHO NHAU
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NGi vé& “D é tha thr cho nhau”tdi hay s dung kinh nghtm acia G5
buc Gido Hoang Gioan Phaol6 Il. Thang m1981, Ngai bbin boi
mét thanh niéndén tir Thé Nhi Ky nhung Gido Hoangta $ng sét not
cach K diéu. Nguoi thanh nién naga b két an to chung than. Haiim
sau, cach Giang Sinh hai ngay sau, Gido Hafindgén tham anh ta
trong tu. K d& co6 céc trd chuygn trong thyi gian ngin, nhrng saudd
Gi4o Hoangia tr chbi binh luan vé ndi dung d¢ia cubc néi chuygn giita
ho. “TGi chi don gian tha pi cho anh ta va néi chéyn wi anh ta nh
mot ngeoi anh trai dang duoc tin twong hoan toan”.Vao thang 4 am
2005, khi Giao Hoang quavi, nguoi thanh nién nayld dau bwn rat
nhiéu cho & mat mat nay.

Tha thr cho nhau la @t dién mao quan tong trongdoi sbng aia chiing
ta. Chinh Chla Giésda nHin manh sr cip bach ¢ tha thr. “Cha
chang ta ... tha th cho nteng 3¢ xtc plam aia ching ta ging nhe
chung ta tha tlx cho nlieng ai ma xdc pdm ©i minh”. Chia Giéswia
noi vé s tha 6i cho nhirng ngroi d& dong dinh minh.“Cha ta, tha i
cho v, vi bv khéng bét viéc hp 1am”.

“pé tha th?” doi hoi vé sr thay doi cua thaido tinh than, tr chiéu
hudng tiéu erc sang chiu huéng tich arc. Pay la nlitng gi ma Chaa
Giésuda lam trén Thp Tu Gia. Miuc dich aia sr tha 6i la cho ngroi
khac kh nang duoc on oru rdi. Bong thyi, ching ta @ng duoc aru rdi.
Ching nao chiing ta con cér giac tiéu ac, ching ta&bi 16i kéo &
nhitng suy ngh* diéu hai” va“tiéu cuc”.

Hoa Fong c6 gai. Hay ndi cach khac, trongimgudi ching tadéu cé
nhitng mic dep va miit xau. Tuy nhién, ric du cé gai, hoadng Vin
tuyét dep. Trong ng ngdn ¥ Ngudi Con Hoangbang, naroi cha da



nhin vao nking diéu tot dep cia ngrodi con thi, trong khi ngroi anh trai
chi nhin vao céi gai. MTérésa ndiing me da & ging nhin vao niing
khia @nh tich arc caa ngroi khac, vadiéu d6 da gidp ne yéu h.

Chung ta hay lamét sicc minhdé rat Rt nhitng céi gai éa chinh minh,
tha thr hét 1an naydén lan khac. 704n 7, Chia Giésda néi Wi Phérd.



