SHARING SOME THOUGHTS
Koyama Noriko

Beginning with some sad news is not the best thing to do, but I want to share
with you some thoughts. A few days ago my aunt passed away. She was my mother’s
younger sister and was catholic. Mass and the funeral took place at Yokohama
Tozuka Church. Thanks to the cooperation of the Christians, Mass went on in an
atmosphere of prayer and silence. Though it was a family funeral, there was even a
chorus and the ceremony was impressive.

In the evening we had dinner together, sharing old memories. Among other
things I heard that my uncle decided to be baptized immediately after the war. And
then my aunt was baptized and my mother too. I had the sensation to reach to my
own roots as a catholic. When my uncle announced that he was going to be baptized,
my grandparents reacted in a very strong way and a big quarrel followed. My
grandparents were devout believers of Shingonshu, a Buddhist sect. In this
situation I imagine how tough a task was for my uncle to stick to his own decision.
In fact I had the impression that my youngest uncle, though he tried to restrain
himself knowing that some of us were catholic, did not have good feelings toward the
Church. Some of my relatives would ask questions about the meaning of the prayers
during Mass, or about the Pope visiting Japan, so I did my best to answer in a polite
way.

I grew up in an ambient filled with Christians values. This was thanks to my
mother, for whom I feel much gratitude. I had not met my relatives for a long time,
so I was happy, to see them, but at the same time I felt how difficult it would be to
talk about my faith, with confidence and courage. I have always attended public
schools and quite often I was the only catholic in class. If the pupils knew that I was
catholic, I had to endure the pressure of being looked at as something strange. My
uncle succeeded in spreading the good news, because my aunt and my mother were
baptized, and later on his two sons and my mottfetis children too. | wish | couldpread
the good news among the people near me and among my relatives. In order to do
that I have to know the Bible better.

It seems to me that what I tried to write is but a childish attempt, but I will go on,

with a particular care as far as personal relations are concerned.



SU CHIA SE MOT VAI TAM TINH

KOYAMA NORIKO

Bat dau voi mot tin buwbn mado khong phi mot viéc 1am hay chodm. Nheng toi
mubn chia § véi cac lan mot vai tam tinh nh sau: Cacliay vai ngay Di ¢a tida
quadoi. Di la em gai 6a ne tdi va la ndt nguoi Kitd hitu. Noi dién ra nghi tiic
Thanh & va E dua tangduoc t chac tai Nha Thy Yokohama Tozuka. Nhsr cong
tac dia cac gido dan, Thanh #a dén ra trong Bu khdng khi &u nguyn va yén
lang. Mac dudo la tang & gia dinh, nhing c6 dan bp xudng va nghi & day xuc
dong.

Budi tdi, ching tdida dung ¥a cung nhau, chia¢s/é nhing ky niém truéc day.
Trong $ nhiing diéu khac ma tditugc nghe K lai ring Giu acia toi da quyét dinh
Rua ©i ngay sau Clkn tranh. Va sado 1a Di dia tdi dd dugc Ria ©i va me caa toi
ciing \Ay. Toi da c6 @am giac \6i toi duoc ngbn ghc caa chinh minh ninla mot Tin
dd Céng gido. Khi Gu cia tdi bao ing 6ng & duoc nra i, 6ng ba ngai cua toi da
phan ang mdt cach quit liét va not tran cai va én giira ho da xay ra. Ong ba ngo
t6i 1a nhrng Tindd sungdao Shingonshu -mgt Mén phai Plit giao’. Trong hoan
canh nay, toi tong trong mdt nhiém vu khé khin nhr thé naoddi véi Cau toi dé gitr
quyét dinh aia riéng minh. Trong tft t, t6i c6 &m twong ring CGiu Gt dia téi, mic
di 6ngda & ging kiém nén fn than i vi trong $ ching ta la ngoi Cong gido,
nhung lai khdng cé thin cam 6t 1am ddi véi Nha Thy. Mot sb nguoi than da toi $
dit cac cau bi vé y ngha aia viéc Ciu nguyén trong Thanhd, haic Vé viéc buc
Gido Hoang ving thim Nhat Ban, dodé t6i d& & hét sirc dé tra 16i mot cach Ich sr
nhat.

Toi duoc tredng thanh trong Bt madi tredng day cac gia tr Kitd hitu. Biéu nay la
nho me caa téi, ngroi ma téi am thay biét on rat nhiéu. Téida khéngduoc gip mit
ngudi than dia minh trong it thoi gian dai, dodé téi it 1a hanh phuc khi gp lai
ho, nheng ding chinh vao IGdy t6i cam thiy that s kho khin dé néi vé Puc tin cia
minh king sr tin ciy va sr candam. T6i luén theo bc & cac Trong Cong 4p va
thuong toi 1a ngroi Cong gido duy ndt trong bp. Néu céac lan trong bp biét toi 1a



ngudi COng gido, toi phi chiu dung &p trc khi ki coi nhr diéu gidoé ky la. Cau cia
t6i ¢4 thanh céng trong & Truyén ba Tin Mrng ki vi Di va ne caa toi da Rra ©i
va saudd hai ngroi con trai @a Giu va bn ngroi con dia ne téi ciing dugc Ria Hi.
Toi woc tdi ¢ the Truyén ba Tin 6t 1anh cho nking ngroi gan ti va nling ngroi
than @a toi. Dé lamduoc diéu d6 tdi phai hiéu biét vé& Kinh Thanh nhdu hon nira.

N6 c6 @ nhr nhitng gi tida & ging dé viét chi 1a b lyc cia mbt dua teé con,
nhung toi € tiép tuc 1am, \6i mot sr quan tamiic biét cho fin dén cac néi quan 1§
ca nhaniuoc lién quan @i nhau.



