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THE WALL I MYSELF HAD BUILT

Commission Christian Formation, Izumi Catholic Church
WATANABE NAOHIKO

At long last I opened the wooden door, entered the dim hall, “If I go on, I am sure there

are the stairs...” I thought. A foreign Priest was descending the stairs and passing near

me said “Good evening”. “He is certainly the Priest of this church” I thought while
proceeding to the second floor. This is what happened on a Saturday evening.

As I entered the church, I noticed that everything seemed to be the same as it was some
decades ago: the color of the walls, the Crucifix on the opposite wall. Nothing had changed,
as far as I could remember. What I felt at that time, more than a feeling of peace and
serenity was something like an overwhelming joy! I joined the Christians for Mass. On the
way back home I was so happy that I felt like I would begin to dance!

About forty years ago I was baptized in this church and then, for many years, with the
excuse of having to work on Saturdays, I left the church. From that time on, my Jesus
would appear only when I was in trouble. The mini Crucifix I had in a small chain around
my neck was nothing more than a kind of amulet.

But, how was it that I felt a strong desire to come back? The reason is a simple one.

I was praying for a person with the words of Jesus’ prayer,

the “Our Father”, again and again. And that, not because I myself wanted to do so.

This way of praying went on for some days, and I was saying to myself. “I want to go back

to church, but after so many years, am I not an impudent in doing so? Even if I go back,

no one would recognize me...” In order to avoid the possibility that my wife or others might
see me, quite a number of times I would reach the church but, because of the wall I myself
had built, I would go back home without entering.

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” I always thought that I could understand these
words, but in fact it 1s so difficult for me to accept others and I feel ashamed when I imagine
myself playing the role of being a Christian able to love others. Besides, I always thought
that the love God has for us (agape), is different from our love. Since only God can love that
way, I can love only my way (philia).”I cannot do more than that”, I was saying to myself,
“That is the most I can do.

But joining the two groups of study at Izumi church (“Our journey together”,

“The fundaments of faith”) I realized that, since God is always loving me, there is no need
to do great things, but only give what we ourselves have received by God. In other words,

to love. I realized that I was making things difficult by myself.

“If you really fulfil the royal law, according to the Scripture, ‘You shall love your neighbor
as yourself, you do well.” (The Letter of James 2, 8). This royal law makes no distinction
between “agape” and “philia”. Breaking down the obstinate wall in my heart is the first step
to begin to observe the royal law.

We were taught that we are the masterpiece of God. So, we can be sure that God loves us.
Let us thank him and give the joy of being loved to the persons we love. Maybe this is a way
to answer the expectations God has for each one of us.



TOI PA TAO NEN BUC TUONG CHO CHINH MINH
Sy thanh 1ap hoi dong Kitd gido, Nha Tho lzumi
WATANABE NAOHIKO

Rét cudc toi cling d3 mé dugc canh cira gd, budc vao hanh lang téi 1o mo, “néu toi tiép tuc budc
tiép, t0i chic chin & d6 la cau thang... T6i nghi: Mot nguoi Linh Muc nuéc ngodi dang di xudng
cau thang va di ngang qua gan tdi ndi “xin chao budi toi”. “Khong nghi ngd gi nira ngudi nay 1a
Linh Muc cua Nha Tho nay” trong khi tiép tuc tién I18n tang hai tdi nghi: day la nhitng gi xay ra

vao toi thi bay.

Khi tdi budc vao Nha Tho, t6i nhan thay rang moi thir duong nhu nd céch day vai thap ky: mau
cua nhitng bic twong, Thanh Gia ¢ trén bic tuong di dién. Khdng c6 gi thay d6i, theo nhu tat ca
nhitng gi toi c6 thé nhé. Diéu toi da cam nhan vao lic do, trén ca mot cam giac binh yén va thanh
thang 1a mot céi gi d6 giéng nhu mot niém vui suéng trang ngap! Toi di tham gia Thanh L& cua
Kitd gido. Trén duong tro vé nha, tdi da rat hanh phlc dén ndi téi cam giac nhu minh s& bat dau
nhay mua vay!

Céach day khoang 40 nam, t6i di duoc l1am I& rira t6i ¢ Nha Tho ndy va sau d6 nhiéu nam vai ly
do 1am viéc vao ngay thir bay nén t6i da bo Nha Tho. Ké tir ldc d6, Chua Giésu cua toi chi hién ra
khi t0i gap kho khin. Cay Thanh Gia nho ma toi c6 trong mot chudi trang hat nho trén co 1a
khong khac gi hon ngoai 13 mét chiéc buia ho ménh tét.

Nhung, bing cach ndo d6 ma tdi da cam nhan mot khao khat manh liét dé quay tro lai Nha Tho?

Ly do la mét diéu that don gian.

T6i dang cau nguyén cho mot ngudi véi nhiing 1oi cia Chlia Giésu, “Cha ching tdi” mét lan va
lai thém mét 1an nita. Va viéc do, khdng phai ban than tdi muén 1am nhu vay.

Céch cau nguyén nay tiép tuc dién ra trong mot vai ngay, va tdi dang néi véi ban than minh. “Téi
mubn di trg lai Nha Tho, nhung sau d6 rat nhiéu nam, toi c6 mat dan may day trong viéc nay lam
khong? Ké ca néu nhu ma tdi quay tré lai Nha Tho, khong ai c6 thé nhan ra tdi...” dé ma tranh
kha ning vo tdi hodc nguoi khac co thé nhin thay t6i, kha nhiéu lan t6i da di dén tan Nha Tho
nhung, Vi chinh buc tuong ma t6i di tao nén cho chinh minh, téi da di vé nha ma khéng budc vao
Nha Tho.

“Ban s& yéu nguoi lang giéng nhu yéu chinh ban than ban”. Toi ludn nghi rang toi co thé hiéu

nhitng tir ngit ndy, nhung thuc t& n6 rat kho dé t6i chap nhan ngudi khac va toi cam thiy bi xau



hé khi tdi twang tuong ban than minh dong vai tro 1a mot Kitd giao co thé yéu thuong nguoi khéc.
Bén canh do, t6i ludn nghi ring tinh yéu Thién Chta danh cho ching ta (agape - tinh yéu cua
Thién Chua doi véi con nguoi va cia con ngudi dbi vsi Thién Chua), khac véi tinh yéu cia
chdng ta. Chi c6 Chiia méi c6 thé yéu theo cach nay, tdi chi co thé yéu theo cach cua tdi (philia -
tinh yéu anh em). “Toi khong thé 1am hon diéu ndy duoc”, t6i d tu néi véi ban than minh, “do

la diéu ma toi co thé lam”

Nhung viéc tham gia hai nhém hoc & Nha Tho Izumi (“ching t6i dong hanh cing nhau”, “nén
tang cua Bac Tin”) tdi nhan ra rang, Thién Chla ludn yéu thuong t6i, khdng can phai 1am nhiing
thir gi to tac, ma chi can cho di cai gi do tir chinh ban than ching ta d¢é duoc dén nhan Thién
Chua. Hay n6i cach khac vé tinh yéu. T6i nhan ra riang t6i di dang ty 1am kho chinh ban than

minh.

“Néu ban that su tuan theo luat Gido Hoi, theo Kinh Thénh, ban yéu nguoi lang giéng nhu yéu
chinh ban than ban, ban 1am rat tét.” (Thu cta James 2,8). Luat Gido Hoi khdng can lam tach biét
giita “agape - tinh yéu cua Thién Chia di véi con ngudi va cia con ngudi déi véi Thién Chia”
va “philia - tinh yéu anh em” . Ph& v& btic tuong cd chap trong long t6i 1a budc dau tién dé bat

dau tuan theo Luat Giéo Hoi

Ching ta da duogc day bao rang ching ta Ia kiét tac cua Thién Chuda. Do d6, ching ta cd thé khang
dinh rang Thién Chua yéu thuong ching ta. Ching ta hdy cam on Ngudi va mang tinh yéu dén
nhitng nguodi ma ching ta yéu thuong. C4 1& day la cach dé tra 10i nhitng ky vong ma Thién Chua

danh cho méi nguoi ching ta.



