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Regarding to World Day of the Sick

Happy New Year! I do not specifically praying for New Year in lunar calendar, but since there are
still some people that I have not greeted, even if it is late, kindly allow me to borrow a paper and
greet you all a Happy New Year.

As we all know, February 11th is the day for Our Lady of Lourdes. On that day, our Catholic
Church decided to have it as a day of “World Day of the Sick” so as to promote the awareness of
the people to pray for all the sick people around the world. In this connection, in the Archdiocese
of Osaka, due to the poor heating system we celebrate it in October since last year.

This message is getting longer, but allow me to quote the message given by Pope Francis on
the occasion of World Day of the Sick last year.

“Jesus bestowed upon the Church his healing power ... In the Acts of the Apostles,
we read accounts of the healings worked by Peter and Paul. The Church’s mission is a response
to Jesus’ gift, for she knows that she must bring to the sick the Lord’s own gaze, full of
tenderness and compassion. Health care ministry will always be a necessary and
fundamental task, to be carried out with renewed enthusiasm by all, from parish communities
to the largest healthcare institutions.

We cannot forget the tender love and perseverance of many families in caring for their
chronically sick or severely disabled children, parents and relatives. The care given within
families is an extraordinary witness of love for the human person; it needs to be
fittingly acknowledged and supported by suitable policies. Doctors and nurses, priests,
consecrated men and women, volunteers, families and all those who care for the sick, take part in
this ecclesial mission. It is a shared responsibility that enriches the value of the daily service
given by each.”

Jesus himself has shown us the necessity for our involvement not only for the sick people but
also for the vulnerable ones. Even the disciples continued that teaching of Jesus and inherited
it to us.

In our every day lives, especially in February, I would like to encourage us, together with all of
our brothers and sister all over the world, to implement that teaching. And finally, as Pope
Francis has told us about the “shared responsibility” towards our sick brothers and sisters,
let us do our extra efforts to fulfil it.

Blessed are those, who are close to the people who are sick and weak.
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