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Why shouldn’ t we stop praying?
Galuh Arjanta Bubun, CICM

I can still remember my experience when I was in the minor seminary, about 14 years ago. At
that time, I was in doubt and I kept on asking what was really the effect of prayers in our daily
lives.

One day, I encountered a book that happened to talk about prayer through stories. After
reading a story in that book, somehow I came to realize the impact of prayers in our lives. The
story goes like this. Once, there was a young monk who was doubtful about how prayers worked
in his life. “No matter how much I pray, I never felt that God has ever answered my prayers!”,
he grumbled. After that, he went to meet his master and asked for his advice.

However, instead of getting an advice, his master gave him a responsibility. “Starting tomorrow
morning, I want you to use these two baskets to bring up the water from the river until the top
of that small hill over there.”, said the master to that young monk.

To his surprise, the two baskets that he was asked to use are old and dirty, and on all sides of
those two baskets, there were a lot of holes! Since those holes were all over the baskets, upon
reaching the hilltop, the amount of water left inside the baskets did not even reach one tenth of
the volume of the baskets. But, still, the young monk did not complain as he tried to manage the
task given by his master.

But after some time, he was no longer able to bear that job. Then, he went to meet his
master and confronted him directly. According to him, the task was just a waste of his
time and energy. But surprisingly, his master said “Thank you very much for your
efforts. Because of your hard work, those two baskets that you used to carry the water
from the river are now clean and they look better. And if you noticed, the pathway that
you always pass along when you carry the water has become beautiful because of the
water coming out from your baskets has watered the plants which now start blooming
beautifully. And also at the top of that hill, the water that you gathered until now is not
that voluminous but for some animals, it has become a source of water of life. And lastly,
perhaps you do not notice but because of this work that you have consistently done, the
muscles in your body have become stronger.” The master explained this to the young
monk.

I believe that the story of that young monk can also be related to our prayer life.
Therefore, when we feel that we have prayed faithfully and yet nothing is happening, do
not get disappointed. Actually without realizing it, because of the power of our prayers,
we are seizing the chance to give life to our surroundings and at the same time we are
making ourselves a better person. So let us continue to pray faithfully, because God also

faithfully continues to work through and within us.



VI SAO CHUNG TA KHONG NEN NGUNG VIEC CAU NGUYEN?
Galuh Arjanta Bubun, CICM

Tai van c6 thé nhé lai trai nghiém cua minh khi con & trong Chang vién, cach ddy khoang 14 nim vé
trudc. VAo thoi diém do, toi da tirng & trong trang thai nghi ngo va toi tiép tuc hoi vé nhitng céi gi 1a

mau nhiém thyc su cua nhitng 161 ciu nguyén ¢ cudc séng thudng ngay cua ching ta.

Mot ngay kia, toi da bat gap mot quyén sach ma né viét xuyén sudt vé& nhirng cau chuyén xay ra Voi
ngudi cau nguyén. Sau khi doc mot cau chuyén trong quyén sach do, khong hiéu sao t6i da nhan ra
tac dong cua nhing 10i cau nguyén 1én cugc sdng ching ta. Cau chuyén la thé nay: mét lan, c6 mot
tu sy tré nguoi ma da khong sat tin rang bang cach nao nhirng 10i cau nguyén duoc linh nhiém trong
cudc séng cuia anh dy. “DU tdi ¢d cau nguyén bao nhiéu di ching nita, toi chua bao gio cam thay ring
Thién Chta nham 1oi cau nguyén ciia minh!” Anh ta cau nhau. Sau d6, anh ta da di d&én gap thay linh

hudng cua minh va xin 1oi khuyén.

Tuy nhién, thay vi nhan duoc 16i khuyén, thay linh huéng cua anh ta di giao trach nhiém cho anh ta.
“Bét dau tir sang mai, ta mudn con sir dung hai céi ré dé mang nudc tir dong séng 1én dinh ngon doi

nho & dang kia.” Thay linh hudng da noéi véi ngudi tu sy tré.

Trudc sy ngac nhién cua anh ta, khi hai cai ré ma anh ta dugc yéu cau st dung thi vira cii ki vira do
ban, va tit ca bén mat héng cua hai céi rd, ching c6 rat nhiéu 13! Chinh vi nhitng 15 & trén céc céi rd,
khi mang nuéc gan dén dinh ngon doi, tong lwong nudc con lai trong cac ro tham chi khong dat duoc
maot phan muoi thé tich caa cac ro. Nhung vitng da, ngudi tu sy tré khong phan nan khi anh ta cb

gang chinh don cdng viéc duoc giao boi thay linh hudng.

Nhung sau mot thoi gian, anh ta khdng thé chiu dung 1au hon duogc nira cho céng viéc nay. Sau do,
anh ta da di gap thay linh hudng va d6i mat truc tiép. Theo anh ta, cong viéc chi la su lang phi vé

thoi gian va stc luc caa anh ta. Nhung that kinh ngac, thay linh huéng n6i “Cam on rat nhiéu vé



nhitng ¢ ging cua con. Nho sy cham chi cia con, hai cai rd ma con da ding dé mang nudce tir dong
song thi bay gid ching sach s& va trong dep hon rat nhiéu. Va néu con dé y téi, con duong mon ma
con ludn ludn di qua khi mang nudc da tré nén dep vi nuéc chay ra tir cac rd cia con da tudi cho cac
cay cbi ma bay gio bit dau nd dep. Va ciing & trén dinh cia ngon d6i ndy, nudc ma con mang gop
cho téi bay gio né khdng phai 1a nhiéu nhung dbi vai mot s6 loai dong vat, né da tré thanh ngudn
nudc cia s sdng. Va cudi cuing, c6 I8 con di khong dé y toi nhung boi vi dy 1a ¢éng viéc ma con
da phai nhat quan dé 1am, cac co bap trong co thé cua con da tré nén lyc ludng hon.” Thay linh

huéng da giai thich diéu nay cho nguoi tu sy tré.

T6i tin rang cau chuyén vé nguoi tu sy tré co thé lién quan dén doi séng cau nguyén caa ching ta.
Do d6, khi chtng ta cam thay rang chiing ta da cau nguyén mot cach chan thanh va chua duogc dap lai,
dung that vong. Thuc ra ching ta khdng nhan thiy duogc diéu d6 qua thyc té, bai vi sitc manh 15i cau
nguyén caa chung ta, ching ta dang nim bat co hoi dé lam guong cho cudc séng xung quanh minh
va dong thoi ching ta dang 1am cho chinh chiing ta trd thanh mot nguoi tot hon. Vi vay, ching ta tiép
tuc cau nguyén thanh tam, bai vi Thién Chia van tiép tuc thanh tdm dé 1am hoan thanh cac 1oi

nguyén cau va Ngudoi ¢ cling chiing ta.



