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“Love Covers All Things”

At our high school, students recite the 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 in their farewell address. It is
otherwise called the “Hymn of Love”; the most beautiful passage written by the Apostle Paul.

Everytime I meditate on this verse, one of the words in the Hymn of Love has had me
puzzled. Among the fourth through seventh verses that describe the workings of love for
others, it is the seventh that says that “love bears all things”. “Bear” is a word that means: to
accept, tolerate or endure something, especially something unpleasant. In this verse all about
love, this word—that paints the self, and not the other, as the subject—has always seemed
somewhat out of place to me. This piqued my interest, so I looked up several translations of
the Bible. There were numerous versions such as: “puts up with”, “patiently accepts”,
“suffers”, “endures”, “forgives”, “covers”; and the liturgical hymn has worded it “envelopes”. If
only I had some understanding of Greek, I would have been able to trace the word to its origin
and learn the true meaning, but as it was, “covers” and “envelopes” seemed to me the most
fitting, and to ring the truest to love.

In the Book of Jeremiah—which was read in mass recently—it reads: “Look, as the clay is in
the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand”. Though the pots the potter makes may come in all
shapes and sizes, we are all made from the same clay. Yet in our everyday lives we expose and
lay bare others’ marks and scratches; that is, their flaws and mistakes. In other words, we
gossip. Because this is so prevalent in our everyday lives, Pope Francis often refers to it in his
papal audiences as it is; “the sin that’s the most common in our Christian communities”, and
that “it hurts my heart. It is as if we are throwing rocks as each other.”

Throughout August, we have prayed, pondered and resolved of peace for all the world.
However, peace cannot be brought about unless it starts from “you” and “I”. Like a potter
tenderly caressing his pot while turning his lathe, if we could be considerate, and live out our
love for others, and place others’ needs over our own, “covering” and “enveloping” their
shortcomings...we would be able to live and love as the Bible tells us to.

To love and to strive for peace is a difficult task by our power alone. What we need is the
help from He who 1s “Love”, He who 1s “Peace”, and He who presents Himself in the
sacrament of the celebration of the Eucharist. For the Lord Jesus is the one who covers each
of us, and who works so that we may protect and love ourselves and others alike. Only by
Lord’s love we can transcend nationality, culture, and character, and accept each other as
brother and sister.

“Be merciful , just as your Father is merciful”( Luke 6;36)




TINH YEU THUONG BAO DUNG TAT CA MOI SU

Sr.Hideko Satou

O Truong Trung Hoc Phd Thong ctia ching t6i, vao thoi diém chia tay ctia minh, moi hoc sinh doc

thudc long Thu thr nhét g tin hitu Co-rin-td 13:1-7. N6 con dugc goi mdt cach khéac 1a “Théanh ca cta tinh
yéu thuong” doan vin tuyét voi nhat dugc viét boi Thanh Phao L6. Mdi 1an tdi suy ngdm vé doan vin nay,
mot trong nhitng tir trong “Thanh ca cta tinh yéu thwong” da 1am t6i ling ting. Trong sb cédc ciu thir 4 dén
cau thir 7 miéu ta nhitng hanh dong cta tinh yéu danh cho nguoi khéc “tinh yéu thuong chiu dung tit ca moi
su”. “Chiu dyng” la tir ¢c6 nghia: chép nhan, tha thtr hodc nhan nhin moi sy, dic biét moi viéc 1am ching ta
néng gian. Trong doan vin nay tat ca vé tinh yéu thuong, tir ngit niy — tu td diém cho ban than minh va khong
phai ngoai ai khéc, nhu 13 cht dé - ludn 1udn ¢ vé & noi nao d6 ngoai toi. Piéu d6 kich thich s quan tim cta
toi, vi vay toi tra ctru mot s6 ban dich cta Kinh Thénh. C6 rat nhiéu phién ban nhu: “chiu dung”, “nhan nai
chép nhan”, “dung thi”, “nhan nhin”, “tha t4i”, “bao dung” va Thanh ca Phung vu 12 tiéng ndi cho “bao boc”
cta tinh yéu thuong. Néu t6i ¢6 mot vai sy hiéu biét vé tiéng Hy Lap, t6i da c6 thé tra dugc tir gbc va nghia
chinh xdc cta né, nhung dudng nhu “sy bao dung”, va “bao boc” 1 phit hop nhit véi toi va 1a tiéng chudng

xéc tin nhat cho tinh yéu.

Trong séch Gié-ré-mi-a duoc doc trong Thanh 18 gan ddy — né doc 1a “Hiy nhin xem, gidng dat sét
trong tay ngudi tho gbm, vi vdy cdc nguoi ¢ trong Ta ciing nhur vay”. Mic dii nhitng chiéc binh ¢6 thé duoc
ché tao thanh nhiéu hinh dang va kich c&, nhung chiing ta déu diing mot loai dat sét dé tao thanh. Tuy nhién,
trong cudc séng hing ngay cua ching ta, ching ta dé 16 ra va danh gid cdc tdi 151 va vét thuong clia ngudi
khéc; ddy 1a khuyét diém va sai 1am cua ho. N6i cdch khéc, ching ta ngdi 18 doi mach. Boi vi d6 12 diéu kha
phd bién trong cudc sdng hing ngay cta chiing ta. Pirc Gido Hoang Phanxicd thudng dé cap vé né trong tiép
kién ctia Ngai d6 1a; “toi 16i pho bién nhét trong Cong doan Kitd hitu ctia ching ta”, va “né lam ton thuong

trai tim ctia Ngai. N6 nhu thé ching ta dang ném d4 vao nhau vay” .

Subt tdm thdng, ching ta dd ciu nguyén, suy ngdm va giai quyét hoa binh cho toan thé gidi. Tuy
nhién, hoa binh khong thé dugc mang dén trir khi né bat dau tir “ban” va “tdi”. Gidng nhu mot nguoi tho gdm
diu dang vubt ve chiéc binh cua anh ta trong khi quay khudn tién ctia minh, néu ching ta c6 thé chu ddo, va
sdng cudi mé bang tinh yéu ctia chiing ta danh cho ngudi khéc, va dat nhitg nhu cau cta ngudi khéc vao
chinh ching ta “bao dung” va “bao boc” nhitng thiéu sét cta ho... ching ta c6 thé sdng va yéu thuong nhu
Kinh thanh da day bao ching ta.

Dé yéu thuong va du tranh vi hoa binh 12 mét nhiém vu khé khin béi vi sy ¢6 1ap quyén luc. Nhiing
gl ma ching ta can 1a sy gitp d& tir Ngai 1a “tinh yéu thuong”, Ngai 13 “hda binh” va Ngai 12 Dang ban chinh
minh 1am cua 18 trong tiéc Thanh ctia 1& Thanh Thé. Vi Chda Giésu 1a Pang bao dung cta chiing ta, va Ngudi
lam moi viéc dé ching ta duoc bao vé va tinh yéu thuong danh cho moi ngudi nhu nhau. Chi bang tinh yéu
thwong cua Thién Chua, ching ta c6 thé vuot qua moi rao can vé:Dan toc, Van héa va tinh cdch va chip nhan
nhau nhu anh chi em ctua nhau.

“Hay thuong x6t, nhu Cha cac nguoi hay thuong x6t* (Luca 6;36)






