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“Love Covers All Things”

At our high school, students recite the 1 Corinthians 13:1-7 in their farewell address.

It is otherwise called the “Hymn of Love ”; the most beautiful passage written by the
Apostle Paul.

Everytime I meditate on this verse, one of the words in the Hymn of Love has had me
puzzled. Among the fourth through seventh verses that describe the workings of love for
others, it is the seventh that says that “love bears all things”. “Bear” is a word that means:
to accept, tolerate or endure something, especially something unpleasant. In this verse all
about love, this word—that paints the self, and not the other, as the subject—has always
seemed somewhat out of place to me. This piqued my interest, so I looked up several
translations of the Bible. There were numerous versions such as: “puts up with”, “patiently

”

accepts”,

& &

suffers”, “endures”, “forgives”, “covers”; and the liturgical hymn has worded

it “envelopes”. If only I had some understanding of Greek, I would have been able to trace
the word to its origin and learn the true meaning, but as it was,

“covers” and “envelopes” seemed to me the most fitting, and to ring the truest to love.

In the Book of Jeremiah—which was read in mass recently—it reads: “Look, as the clay is
in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand”. Though the pots the potter makes may come
in all shapes and sizes, we are all made from the same clay. Yet in our everyday lives we
expose and lay bare others’ marks and scratches; that is, their flaws and mistakes. In other
words, we gossip. Because this is so prevalent in our everyday lives, Pope Francis often
refers to it in his papal audiences as it is; “the sin that’s the most common in our Christian
communities”, and that “it hurts my heart. It is as if we are throwing rocks as each other.”

Throughout August, we have prayed, pondered and resolved of peace for all the world.
However, peace cannot be brought about unless it starts from “you” and “I”. Like a potter
tenderly caressing his pot while turning his lathe, if we could be considerate, and live out
our love for others, and place others’ needs over our own, “covering” and “enveloping” their
shortcomings...we would be able to live and love as the Bible tells us to.

To love and to strive for peace is a difficult task by our power alone. What we need is the
help from He who is “Love”, He who is “Peace”, and He who presents Himself in the
sacrament of the celebration of the Eucharist. For the Lord Jesus is the one who covers

each of us, and who works so that we may protect and love ourselves and others alike.

Only by Lord’s love we can transcend nationality, culture, and character, - -
and accept each other as brother and sister.

“Be merciful , just as your Father is merciful”  ( Luke 6;36)
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