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Exclusion zero campaign

What is peace? It is the grace of God. The risen Jesus appeared to
his disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” (Lk. 24:36) So that
we might live for an entire lifetime the life which Lord has given us, God is | %

always with us, and will continue to be with us; for this reason we must

treasure this grace and concientously work with him so that it can continue to develop.

Today we have no wars in Japan and it seems we are spending our lives in peace.
However, everyday we can see many kinds of harrasment and violence within our families,
in the newspapers, on the television and so on through the mass media. And many people
are fleeing their countries as refugies; in particular children are the victims of this
situation.

Pope Francis has reminded us not to forget the heart of mercy of which Jesus spoke.
“Mercy” is “love and forgiveness”. The “forgiveness” which Jesus talks about in the Gospel
is clearly seen in the way Jesus himself lived his life on earth. The sinful woman, (Lk.
7:36-50), Peter who betrayed Jesus, (Jn.18:15-18, 25-27), one of the criminals crucified with
Jesus, (Lk. 23:39-41), Thomas who did not see the risen Jesus, (Jn. 20:24-29), etc. Jesus
took on himself the sins of all people, dying on the cross that they might be forgiven.

In the celebration of the Eucharist and when we recite the Rosary we pray the prayer
Jesus taught: “Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.” Let us pray
this deeply meaningful prayer from the heart, not just with words; let us pray together that
we might truly forgive one another and live in God’s mercy. In this way let us proclaim

the love and forgiveness of our Lord Jesus Christ to the all nations and all peoples.
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