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Thoughts in August

On August 15,73 years ago. I was made to sit quietly in front of radio.

As I was just a first grader in elementary school, I didn’t understand why my
parents shed tears and I simply felt relieved because I didn’t have to get into the bomb o
shelter in our yard any more. But after that, we had to bear hardship: food shortage.
We were starved. We sold my mother’s kimono to get food. In the meantime, I was told
that millions of people were killed in the war in Japan and many other countries in Asia.
On August 6and 9 in 1945, the atomic bomb was dropped in Hiroshima and
Nagasaki respectively. More than two hundred thousand people were killed in a split second
Their feelings of utter mortification, their families’ sadness ..., I realized that our hunger
was nothing compared to them. We were made to repeat “Hang tough until we win!
I wonder what it was.
In August, the memorial services for the victims those who died in wartime will be held
many places in Japan. We pray for the souls of ‘hibakusha. We appeal the cruelty of war,
We pray for peace. We appeal the abolition of nuclear weapons as the only of A-bomb attack
Hearing the voice of ‘hibakusha’, 122 nations adopted the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons.
“I want you to see what happened down here on the ground beneath the mushroom cloud,
not form perspective high above it. I want you all to see with your own eyes, hear with
your own ears, and feel with your own hearts just how cruelly the atomic bomb tramples
on the dignity of human beings. I want you to imagine how you would feel if your own
family had been in Nagasaki on that day.” Mr. Tomihisa Taue, mayor of Nagasaki city, said
in his Nagasaki Peace Declaration.
There is one more thing we should remember: we were the offenders, In the history,
we trampled on the human rights and dignity, and deprived the properties, land and even
precious lives of people in other countries. This can never be forgiven. One two...tens of
thousands of people lose their lives in the name of war.Can it be happen again? —of cause Not
“To remember the past is to commit oneself to the future.” —Appeal for peace at Hiroshima,
Pope John Paul II, 1981.
We should reflect on what we had done in the past, renew our resolution, and proceed to
be road of peace in our lives.
“War is the work of man. War is destruction of human life. War is death. “
we should engrave these words deep in our hearts.
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