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A “TRUE” MEETING WITH JESUS

On March 21st at Osaka cathedral, ERIC BAUTISTA DE GUZMAN and UEDA KEN were
ordained priests by Archbishop Maeda Manyo. A great joy pervaded the cathedral during the
celebration.

Needless to say that FAITH was at the origin of this joy. In fact, both Father De Guzman
and Father Ueda were able to go on with their studies in order to become priests because
they had reached a “true” meeting with Jesus.

The Archbishop invited them to always keep in mind these words of Jesus: “If any man
would come after me, let him take his cross daily and follow me”. This is exactly what they
have been doing so far and what they accepted to do from now on. Their firm decision was a

strong sign of faith! That’s why a great joy and jubilation resounded all over the cathedral.

Father Guzman, after recognizing that God didn't “get weary” of him, manifested
his gratitude and his determination to work in Japan. Father Ueda said that as soon as he
entered the cathedral he was crying. He acknowledged that he had abandoned the church for
a while, just like a prodigal son, but that God had helped him to open his eyes again. Both of
them were honest enough to admit their own weakness. This humble attitude was also a
clear sign that during their formation they were given the grace to enjoy a “true” meeting
with Jesus.

Let us pray for them, so that they may continue to pursue a “true” meeting with Jesus
throughout their life. And let us all, strengthened by their example, continue our effort
to reach a deeper and “true” meeting with Jesus our Lord.
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