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Wenny—one of the survivors from a suicide bomb attack—still with some medical
tools attached to her body, came all the way from the hospital in order to see her two sons,
Evan (11yrs) and Nathan (8yrs), who both died because of the bomb that exploded at the
gate of the Immaculate Mary Parish in Surabaya, Indonesia.

She was only permitted by the doctor to go out of the hospital for four hours to see
her sons for the last time before their funeral. Evan and Nathan are two out of the 18
victims who died as a result of the terror attacks that took place in three different churches

in Surabaya last Sundaymorning (13/5).
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Neglecting the physical pain that she was suffering from the wounds all over her body
and face, not yet including her mental anguish and misery from the loss of her adorable
kids, steadfastly she appeared in front of the people gathered ,prayed and whispered to
her lifeless sons, “Mama has forgiven them. Goodbye, Evan and Nathan, my sons!”
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I, then, ask myself: where does that sort of strength come from, if not from her faith?
Without any grudge she was able to let go of her two of her sons into God’s hands all at the
same time. Her ability to forgive really shows her true faith in Christ Jesus. Perhaps,
Wenny or even anybody else have no answer on the question why God let this tragedy
happen to these innocent people. But as Wenny has taught us, we always need to learn how
to entrust our lives to God and to follow his commandment i.e. to unconditionally love God
and God’s people, including the people who had wronged us. Fulfilling that commandment

1s our call as Christians.
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At the moment when many people were celebrating Mother’s day, the same moment
when Wenny had to let go two of her little angels who used to call her ‘Mother’. Her graceful
story simply reminds me about the story of Mother Mary who also experienced the loss of
her son. Wenny and Mother Mary, I suppose, were not able to fully understand God’s will
when the tragedy struck them. And yet they entrusted everything to God, and allowed God
to show His glory. I imagine, perhaps Wenny, while struggling to surrender her beloved sons
to God and to forgive the murderers, she kept on praying Mother Mary’s fiat:

May it be done to me according to your word (Lk 1:38).
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Festa Junina de Hamadeira em Osaka
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